- 5thIn -'Classic

All:season long, Mulvane High School
girls basketbal} coach Dale Landes has been
preaching about keeping your poise, staying
the course and working hard. If you do, he
told his Wildcats, good things will happen.

Some of those “good things™ happened
lnsl'.wpck in.the final two round of the 25th

~annual Mulvane Wildcat Girls Classic.
After losing tn the opéning game to trouble-
some Andale, the Cats rebounded with
back-to-back victories to take 5th place in
the-ciglit-lcam tournament. - '
Defensively, the Wildcats put the brakes
on Arkansas City's offense Saturday, Jan.
-29, and charged to a 47-35 wiumph for, Sth
place. Two nights carlier, the Cats played an
exceptional game to topple Campus, §7-42,
Wichita East, in its maiden voyage in the
Wildcat Classic, ran olf with the tournament
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championship, beating Andale, 57-46. In
the third place game, Garden Plain clipped
Wellington, 62-55, and Clearwater edged
Campus i the closest game of the entire
tournament, 42-40, to claim 7th place.

"] thought we played extremely well
defensively aganst Arkansas Ciny,” sind
Couach Dale Landes. "We defended well. Our
only drawback was we didn’t do a very good
Job on the boards and that led o a lot of easy
second-chance .~.lmls'fi)r them. We were very
fortunate that they didn't make a lot of sec-
ond-chance points. They could have.”

The Wildcats had a big second and third
quarter, which helped. The Cats out-scored the
Bulldogs. who are vnce agimn being coached
h:v former Mulvane High School pirls coach
Bl Stinson, 29-16, and that ended up being
the decisive part of the contest

The Bulldogs garned some ground i the
last guarter but the mountan was too tatl (o
chmb by that tme and the Cats were well
on there wiy to their first back-1o-back wins
of the season

“In those two quarters, we executed the
ollense, which led w some really good looks
ar the basket.” sard Landes. “That fed to some
mee scorng inside by Josey Gosch, Laura
Buchanan and Whitney Becher Mainly,
though. in those two guarters, we just took
advantage of theer umovers They had quite a
lew an the 2nd and 3rd quarters and most ol
them were really untoreed errors.”

Semor guard Abby Sorensen was on top
of the Mulvane scoring chart with 11 points
but had pleats of help from Buchanan with
nmine points, Becker with eight and baoth
Giosch and Tara Roberts with five aprece

“We were just the better team,” stressed
Landes. "As long as we executed on
oltense, we were the better team. | thought
going an that we just had more weapons
than Ark City did. They have also had trou-
ble scoring this year. That's one reason [ feht
our defense could shut them down.”

Landes was proven right. The Wildcats
kept their charge on into the third quarter.
When the lead climbed to 18 points. Landes
tnied a smaller, quicker line-up, I just did a
litle experimenting. kind of looking toward
the future. 1 wanted 1o see how much trou-

ble we could create defensively and that
hine-up did a pretty good job. We just didn'y
have the offensive punch in there.”

The game wasn't without its dark side,
though. There always seems to be a dark
side. The Wildcats just couldn’t down their
free throws! The MHS girls- were 9-for-25
at the stripe. Any other game, that would
have doomed the effort to defeat.

“It was definitely an off night,” said
Laandes. "We had been mdking our free
throws but that was poor. You go in and
Abby’s hatting over 80% at the line bul
comes ol I-for-4. We had been dding sotne
real good things at the stripe. I'm hoping it
wits just a minor sethack.”

Tharsday might, lan. 27, in the semifinal
win over the Colts, Mulvane started slowly,
then came on strong. out-scoring Campus in
cach of the last three quarters. Mulvane
pulled away i the dth penod be out-sconng
the Colts, 15-5, after their point guard
fouled out of the game. Overall, it was one
of Mulvane's better games.

“We were hitting on all cylinders, |
thought,” ponted out Landes. “We wanted
our post people to come out and really have
an impact on the game because we felt fike
we had a hitle bigger hine-up than Campus
did We took advantage of that. o,
between Josey, Tasha (Parman), Krist
tParker) and Laura, we got 22 poinis.™

And Sorensen had a fantastic game, too.
She “generalled™ the court and scored 18
paints to boot. Roberts scored eight points,
Buchanan, Gosch and Parker had six cach,
Becker hit for five and Megan Turner and
Parman had four cach.

“Abby really keyed our offense,” said
Landes. “She did a good job of penetrating
and finishing but also hitting the perimeter
shots. Becker did a tremendous defensive
Job on their top player, not allowing her to
getinto the flow of the game.”

Campus came out hot and took the early
lead but the Cats grabbed the momentum as
Sorensen heated up and broke down the
Colt defense with her penetration. Mulvane
out-scored the Colts, 18-12, to take a 30-27
lead at intermission and they were on their
way (0 a second strasght victory.

Can they make it three in a row? That's
the big question Friday night, Feb. 4, when
Clearwater comes to town. The Indians and
Cats will tangle at about 6 p.m.

Tournament
Honors For

Cat Guard

Mulvane senior guard Abby Sorensen
was onc of 10 girls named to the all-tourna-
ment team Saturday, Jan. 29, at the conclu-
sion ol the 25th annual Mulvane Wildcat
Girls Classic.

Additionally, she became the second
MHS player in a row to be named to the
C.V. Hartung Award for sportsmanship,
hustle and hard work in the tournament,
Last year. senior Shayna Duncan of
Mulvane was the first Cat to win the
Harung Award.

Jomming Sorensen on the all-tournament
team were Tarita Gordon and Christine
Elhot of Wichita East, Michelle Mitchell of
Garden Plain, Justine Prange and Jessica
Martin of Andale, Amanda Reyes of
Campus, Lindsay Davis of Wellington,
Natalie Stinson of Arkansas City and Kristi
Love of Clearwater

For the first ime ever, two freshmen
made the all tournament team—Stinson and
Elhott Gordon 1s a sophomore, Mitchell s
a Junior and the other all-toumney selections
Are seniors.

Wichita East won the championship in
1y tiest year in the tournament by nosing out
Andale, 57-46. Wcll'inglun won the
Sportsmanship Award and the Coaches
Award went to Nicole Eitzmann of Campus.

Wildcat Girls Classic
All-Tournament Team

Player, School He. Ve
Tarita Gordon, Wichita East 5-5 Soph
Abby Serensen, Mulvane 52 Sr.
Lindsay Davis, Wellington 59 Sr.
Christine Elliott, Wichita East 5-H Fr.
Justine Prange, Andale 5-3 Sr
Michelle Mitchell, Garden Plasne 5.7 Ir
Amanda Reyes, Campus 5-7 Sr
Jessica Martin, Andale 5-9 Sr
Knsti Lose, Clearwirter $-5 St
Natalie Stinson, Ark City S7 Fr

Mulvane’s Tara Roberts (50) gets off a jumper against Campus in semifinal win



