Goddard Storms Past MHS

The clouds went away Monday but the
storm stayed.

The Mulvane High School bascballers
almost pulled off a doublcheader sweep
Monday, April 14, when Goddard came to
town, However, it was the Lions who rained
on the Wildcat parade as they took two
games, including a ough-luck 7-6 sctback
in the opener. Goddard also won the sccond
game, 11-5. The losses left Mulvane at 1-3

in the league and 2-3 overall. The Cats had

slipped past Circle, 6-4. in a rain-shortened
singlc game Thursday, April 10, at the
Mulvane sports complex. Bad weather
washed out the nightcap.

“"We were in both games and we had a
chance to win both games, but we just
didn't make the big plays when we needed
to have them,” confessed Zcke Rash, the
MHS bascball coach.

The first game was especially hard 1o
take. Goddard pushed across two runs in the
fifth inning to take a 7-4 Icad but the
Wildcats rallicd with two runs in the last
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inning and had runners at second and third
with only one out. Anything would have
won the game. Nothing happened.

“We put oursclves in bad position
because we had too many walks coupled
with some hits,” said Rash. “That led to
some big innings. We also fcll down defen-
sively. When you combine those three
things, you're asking for some big innings
and they got them. I was disappoinied that
we didn't execute defensively like we're
going to have to if we intend 16 be a good
ball club. It all starts with the pitcher throw-
ing strikes, and when that happens, the
defense usually responds. It kind of gocs
hand-in-hand.”

The host Cats took a 2-1 lead after one
inning. Mike Johnson singled. He stole scc-
ond and scored when Chad Gerwick
reached on an error. After another out, Peie
Myers rapped a base hit to score Gerwick.
That lcad didn't )ast long as the Lions
bunched 1wo hits, two hit batsmen and a
walk together for three runs in the third and
put some distance between them and the
Cats with two more runs in the Sth with the

help of two errors,
Mulvane bautled back, though, in the

bottom of the seventh trailing 7-4, Todd
Fagan stested the rally with a single and
scored when Johnson drilled a triple. Darrin
Erbert walked. After the first out, Bryce
Schumacher’s single delivered Johnson to
the plate. Erbert ended at third and
Schumacher at sccond. But that's where
they stayed as the Lions closed the door.

“We had a couple guys take sirike three
in that inning,” said Rash. “The pitches
could havc been balls, but when it's that

" closc that latc in the game, you have o be

aggressive and swinging. And we had a
blooper over the second baseman that could
have fallen in. Instead, an outfielder caught
il to end the game.”

Wildcat starter, righthander Brian Minks,
a senior, struggled with his control, walking
five and hitting two batters. Pete Myers did
a nice job in relief to keep the Wildcats in
the game in the last two innings.

"I know Brian can pitch much better and
our defense can play better,” said Rash.
“The week when we didn't get outside
much didn't help. Brian hasn't gotten
cnough work and our defense didn't get
enough time either. It makes it tough.”

Mulvane catcher Matt Phipps tags out Goddard runner at piate

The Lions, raising their record to 3-1 in
the CTL, put the game away in the top of
the seventh on a three-run homer. Until that
point in time, the Cats still had a shot
although they trailed, 8.5.

The Wildcats blasted off carly against
Goddard, scoring three times in the opening
frame. Johnson walked to start the game,
Erbert slapped a single and Gerwick tapped
another single, scoring Johnson. Afier
Erbert had scored on an crror, Pete Myers
singled for another RBI but he got caught
between second and third and was 1agged
oul, the second of the inning.

“"We were in the second game until they
got hot with the bat in the sixth inning,” satd
Rash. “We just scemed 1o be out of sync both
games. Even when we had a 3-0 lead, |
didn't feel comfortable. Ryan started and
didn't have his best stff. They hit him preuy
hard so we brought Pete in and he did a mce
Jobuntl he run out of gas. Again, we had 100
many walks, 100 many errors on routine
plays and that's something I didn"t expect.”

The Wildcats banged out cight hits in five
innings against Circle Thursday before the
rains became too much and the game was
stopped. The second game will be played as
a single game May 15th at the complex.

Schumacher started the game and scat-
tered seven hits to pick up the victory.
Rogers put.down a Thunderbird rally in the
fifth inning with two runs in and no outs
and got out of the jam.

Myers® RBI grounder in the first and
RBI base knocks by Phipps and Morgan
made it a 3-0 game after two innings, and
the Cats chalked up two more in the third to
take a 5-0 lead. Gerwick singled o ignite
the third inning rally and he scored when
Schumacher’s grounder scored Gerwick and
Schumacher scored after a Minks single and
a walk to Todd Fagan.

The two teams traded runs in the fourth
as the rain continued to fall. Mulvane's score
came when Johnson singled, stole two bascs
and was plated on Gerwick's ground oul.

The Wildcats will have a week off to
think things through and get ready for their
next contests, a doublcheader Monday,
April 21, at home against Douglass. The
first game will start at 4 p.m. a1 the Mulvanc
sports complex.



