E No-Hltter And 8 Straight

Base allers Stay

. For six mmngs Mulvanc High Schoo!
bascball coach Ramon Wiseman wasn't ner-
vous a bit. Once he found out Wildcat.pitch-

e Austin Higinbotham had a no-hitter

going Saturday, April 14, at Oxford, he
couldn’t sit still. He was a nervous wreck. |

Luckily, Higinbotham ‘wasn't. He coolly

dispatched Oxford’s Wildcats in a 10-0 vic-

" tory without giving up a basc hit. In the
nightcap Saturday, Pat Myers tossed a two- .

‘hitter and MHS rallied for three-runs in the
top of the last inning for a 5-2 triumph, giv-
ing Mulvane six consecutive. victories, -

“Auslin’s game was pretty amazing,”

said Wiseman. “He threw a great game, The

- ‘crazy thing is that | didn’t even know it was

a no-hitter-unti! the last inning. If 1 would
have known, I would have been a.mess. |
" knew he had a great game going and there

hadn't been many base runners. Coach -

(Morgan) LeClair knew it but it was kind of
nobody wanted to talk about it for fear of
jinxing things.”

."The only “jinxing™ going on, lhough i

was when Higinbotham was on the hill. He
issued only two walks and struck out a
school record 19 batters. The old record was
16 “k’s” by Coach LeClair in 1987 against

~Circle and Robert Turner notched 15 strike-

outs in.a 1982 Regional game against
Burden. '

“Austin had good command of his pitch-

¢s and he was keeping them all down low,”
noted Wiseman. “In the second game, Pat

“was right there, too. He had a fine perfor-

mance. If Austin wouldn’t have thrown the

no-hitter, we would have been sitting here

talking about Pat’s two-hitter instcad” -
~ The Wildcats started the opener with a

" bang, scoring four times in the first inning.

Evonlually. Mulvane finished by roughing
up Oxford's pitcher for 14 hits.

In the first, Derek Nordquist started |

things with a single. Higinbotham singled
and Brian Love's sacrifice scored one. Kyle

McGuire lashed a single down the line in
leftfield for another run and Jake Myers plat-

ed the last two runs with a double toright.
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Myers had a«loug_hcr ximc in the second

. game. Mulvane scored single runs in the 1st

and 2nd innings and Oxford ticd it up, 2-2,
with runs in the 4th and 6th before the

~Wildcats broke out in the 7th wnh three’
 more runs to win the ball non-league game.

That winning rally was ignited by a basc
hit by Matt Heersche and a sacrifice by

Gary Trione. Nordquist busted a single for :
~one un and Higinbotham plated Nordquist

after he stole second with a basé hit. An
error moved nglnbotham over and Love
drove him in with a sacrifice.

~ The Cats started the week with a pair of.
heart- lhumpmg, one-run victories over Rose

~ Hill after taking big leads in both games.

Mulvanc held on for an 8-7 vcrdlct in the
2, at lhe
Mulvane sports complex. And the Cats real-
ly had to hold on in the second game after
taking a 12-2 lead after three as RH rallied
to make it closc in a. 12- 1 comcst

“Both games' were really good ball
games,” said Wiscman. “We were able to
‘get two good stops from Jon Rogers, one in
each game. But I have to take part of the

* blame in the second game by taking a

chance on Nordquist stealing 3rd base. We

had a big lead and were going for more but.

I had Derek going on a pitch and Austin hit

it on a rope and they were able to double

Derek off second base. That kind of took

* the wind out of our sails and gavc lhem

some momentum.”

The Wildcats scored four timeés in the
* 4th inning to take a 6-3 lead in the opener . -
“We took advantage of a couple of errors

and had some hits and steals after they tried
to pick a runner off st base and it didn't
work,” said Wiseman. Love started the rally
by reaching on an error. Matt Heersche
walked with one out and Sonny Creckmiore
followed with a single. Two more runs

scored when Higinbotham singled and Jake.

Myers followed with another RBI single,

But the winning runs were plated in the

Sth after the Rockets had scored three times

-to tic it at 6-6. Ryan Tatum reached basc
“when he was hitby a p:lch to start the rally.

He scored when Love tripled, and Love

- scored when Ryan McKnight belted a single.
* Rogers did his job, closing off the -

Rockets with only one.run in the last lwo

innings’in rélief of Jake Myers. -
" Rogers did it agam in game No 2,.
~ blanking Rose Hill in the final frame,

although the Rockets had lhree baserunners
in the inning. . "
+ -The Wildcat offense consnsled of 11 hits,

six of them forextra bases. ngmbolham s .

bat was hot as he wcnt 3-for-4 with three
runs scored and one RBI Kyle McGulre

f - knocked in four runs by going 2-for-4 wnh
three runs scored. Love also scored three
“times and had two RBIs. And both .

Nordqunst and Mcnght had wo hits and
 each scored a run.

The Cats: appcnred to have thls one
“wrapped up early after a five-run 1st inning" -
- and three more runs plated i in the 2nd for an’

n ‘Tear’

8-0 lead. Mulvanc started the game with a
triple by Nordquist and consecutive doubles
by Higinbotham, McGuire and Love before
‘McKnight singled. After an out, Jake Myers
stapped a double to right for the final run,
Mulvane continued on its upswing
Monday, April 16, with a doubleheader
sweep at Clearwater. The Cats beat the
Indians, 10-2, and 13-5, behind a pair of.
two-hit games by Jake Myers and Love.:
“That improved the MHS win skein to

‘clght games in a row after starting (he sca-
-son at 0-4,

The Mu[vanc offense continued llS best
imitation of “hot bat night” as the Cats
blasted 10 hits in support of Jake Myers,
who walked only onc and fanned three

- before. bcmg relieved by Nordquxsl in the
- Tt inning.

Nortdqmst led the hit paradc for
Mulvanc, banging three hits and scoring
three times. Sonny Crk:ékm_ore-hnd two hits
and -two RBIs and scored - twice.

- Higinbotham and McKnight swatted two

hits apiece and Love knockcd in three runs
and scored twice, S
Mulvane salted the gam'c away by scor-

-ing four times in the 5th inning to run a 3-0

lead into a 7-0 spread as Wiscman's troop- -
ers coasted to the finish line. . .
In the nightcap, Love throttled the
Indians on only two hits but his struggle
with control kept Clearwater in the game
untit an eight-run 7th inning put the qut-

.come out of sight. Lovc walked ‘11 baltcrs

and hit two more.

The Cats combined for 13 hits with Kyle -
McGuire enjoying a 3-for-4 game with two
runs scored. and three RBIs. Higinbotham
knocked in four runs and had a 2-for-3

‘game. Trione went 2-for-2, scored three
-times and had onc RBI and Matt Heersche

knocked in two runs- and scored one as he

'had a 1-for-3 showing,

‘The Wildcats travel to Buhler today
(April 19) for their next Chlsholm Trail
League series. The first of two gamcs :

' bcgms a4 pm.
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Mulvane 021 041 2--10 11

Clearwater 001000 1-.2 2
* Jake Myers, Derek Nordquist 7 and Ryan Tatum;

. Pcck and Gerberding, :
: SECOND GAME .

Mulvanc. © 0020308-13 13

. Clearwater 1211000--5 2.
. Brian Lovc and Ryan Tatum; Wright and Gerberding,

. FIRSTGAME .. .
Mulvane 401 0014—10- 14
Oxford 00000000 O

Austin H:g:nbmham and Ryan Tulum Parsons and..
Bartelson. . .
SECOND GAME .
Mulvanc : © H00003—5 6
", Oxford 000 101 0—2 2
"Pat Myers and Ryan Tatum; Hanclson. Comcjo 5, and
Comejo, Burtleson 5.~ _ ’
) : _FIRST GAME : .
Rose Hill ‘ 102 03107 7-
* Mulvane 101 420x—8 - 9
Shawn Vernia and John Ed Cook; Jake Myers, Jon
Rogcrs 5 and Ryan Tatum, :

sr«:comi GAME
Rosc Hill . 002306011 9
Mulvane .. - 534 000 x—12. 1]

Kyle Slcam§ and ]ohn FA Cook Brian Love, Jon Rccd, .
6, Jon Rogcrs 6, and Ryan Tatum, - B



