Wildcat BB Charge Cut Short;
MHS Home But Not For State

Trony is oflcn mlsunderstood and always

“better when it concens the other- guy. Well,.

there was plenty of irony to go around for

the Mulvane High School baseball Wildcals -

Wednesday, May 16, in the final rounds of .

- The Wildcats were knocked out in the

- championship after surviving a semifinal
. game earlier Wednesday.
~ Now get this. The Wildcats looked pret-

ty sorry less than 10 days earlier in two

" games against _Augusm The Orioles
. drubbed the Cats, 6-1, and 7-0. So who.do
_ you think won the semifinal game when the

Cats and Orioles tangled once again?.

- the Wellington Class 4A Regional Baseball |
* Tournament at Hibbs-Hooten Ficld.

Wrong! Mulvane simply blew Augusta -

out of the tub'in a 13-hit, 3-8, game.
- Okay, anolher test. Earlier this year, the

two games and the Cats mopped’ up the

place with the Crusdders by sweeping the’
series, 5-4 and.11-7, for their first two victo-
 ries of the: campaign. So when' the two
" teams met again with a trip to the Class 4A
State Baseball Championship in Mulvane:
.- on the lmc who do you think-will be show-
~ ing-their stuff on the’ Mulvane sports com-
~ plex this wcckcnd’ '

Wrong again. Wellington scorcd carly_

- Kind of ironic, isn’t it?
“It's certainly an ironic twist of fate,”

Wellmgton Class 4A

Regional Results

CHAMPIONSHII’ .

. Mulvane - . : - 001 00—1""
Wellington 230 7x—I12 l"
Brian Love, Jon Rogcrs 2, Jon Reed 4, and R)’dn

Tatum; Mike Vigamontes and Alex Hadom. -
HR—Derek Nordquist (M) Joc Caudxllo Gcrry

. Murphy (W),
- ' - SEMIFINALS v !
 Mulvane 3010333—13 8 .
Augusta 10100608 8

Pat Myers, Jon Rogcrs 6, and Ryan Tatum; Maier,’
Robcrt Chavana, and Spacht.
HR- Ky]c McGutrc M),

—

W Il:nglon I8, Clearwater 7

two pretty good ball games and our staff did

a good job on them. But' Wedncsday. we
threw three or four guys at thcm and thcy

‘ Wlldcals had Wellington in Mulvmc for _-H it every one of them,”

Wiseman said he didn't understand why
but there were parallels in the two games, “It-
was kind of weird,” sald the Cat coach. .
“Agamsl Augusla the first time, we sccmcd
almost helpless against, their pllchcrs

-.Agamst Wcllmgton the first time, they

- seemed helpless with our-pitchers but that all";

. reverscd in the rcgtonal I lhmk one of the :
.- big things was that our pltchcrs didn’t change

" speeds to keep them off-balance. You keep:

© .and often Wednesday in the title game and
- walked to a 12-1 victory for lhc chxonal :

- championship. D
W

“agreed Ramon Wiseman, the first-year’

 MHS coach. “We were never in the ball .

- game against Wellington. They wcre knock-',

".ing the heck out of the ball the whole game
h and we just couldn't contain them,”

" The defcal ended the year. for the

to Mulvang'’s “playground” for the No. 7

“ seed in. lhu Staté tourney, which opens
* Friday, May 25. The Crusaders (12-1 1) will
play Mnrysv:lle, No. 2 sceded, m lhc. last.

",gamc of the: first day at 6:30 p.m.

., It was no contest,. xcally The ledcats :
"_had only. two hits—Derek Nordqmst s lead- -
- off horner in'the 3rd i inning and a double by
7'Sonny Creekmore in the ‘Sth. mnmg
. Mulvane had only five baserunnérs. “When - -
L We. playcd them: earller. thcy werén't ‘hitting

ike_lhat said Wlsemnn‘ “We also playcd_i‘ ::;E?lhey d'd“ Ldoit.” TR

=

throwing fastballs all night and anybody s.
gomg to start calchmg up with you.”

"The key inning was the first one agamst
Wellington, The Crusaders scorcd and
Mulvane only acted like it wanted to score,

After two_outs, Brian Love walked and

‘so did Kyle McGuire but catcher’ Ryan .

Tatum grounded out ending the only threat

of thé game. basically. Nordquist's smack

' .erdcats at 9- 12 and Wellington advanced .

\stnm:d the 3rd inning but the next three bat-

ters went down meckly.

- It was a different story eorller in the day

The Wlldcats tced off with lhrce uns in thc

more runs than they'got in l4 innings aboul

~10 days earlier. .

“ lhlnk the klds felt Ilkc lhcy were lhc

"\undcr dogs going into that game and they °

were on top of their game, emphasnzed

~ Wiseman. "Pat Myers started on the mound: -
' Vfor us and he did a fine job, and the rest of '
the team just hung in there and did (hc

things- that: ade. Augustn makc plays and‘

On the contrary Thie Orioles had nine
miscucs that helped Mulvanc into the next

~ level. “They also hit us about five times and

we put down five bunts,” said Wiseman,
“That’s 'what | mean about making them
play the game. We forced them to make
'plays‘anvd they didn’t do it. Those errors
helped us a great deal, but we put the pres-
sure on them with our bunting game and our

" running game. It was a momentum thing
and we had the momentum from the open~

mg inning,”

Nordqunsl started the. game by gcltmg hit
by a pitch and stole 2nd. After Austin
Higinbotham walked, Kyle McGuire lifted a
three-run-homer. He finished the night with

" five RBIs.

ngmbmham walked, stole 2nd, went to
3rrd on a’passed ‘ball and scored on
McGuire's basc hit in the 3rd and Mulvane

. fced the game with back-to-back three-run

frames-in. the Slh and 6lh Hits by Love,
.- McGuire, Matt Heersche, Pat Myers and

. Crcckmorc made it 7-3 and the Cats made .

it 10-2 with three mbre in the 6th with sin-
glcs by McGuire and Tatum domg mosl of
thc damage. :

‘Higinbotham fmtshcd wrlh a I for~3'

_ mght and four rins scored and McGuire

went 5-for-5, scormg three times,
Creckmore and Tatum had two hits each-

- and Nordquist scored lw:cc

.. Pat Myers went five innings bcfore giv- ‘
- ing way (o rcl:cvcr Jon Rogcrs who

* mopped up by workmg out of jams in both

~“the 6th and 7th innings wnth only one run
“scored. Myers gave up four hlls but walked

- four during his stint.

But just knowmg it- was an ironic tw:st |
of fate won't make it casier (o watch |
~ Wellington playing at the sports complcx .
“Friday and knowing it could be you.

“We wanted to get there so we could .

_opening inning agaifist Augusm That's:two - o!ay at home in the stale tournament, but u.
~ didn't happcn. said Wnscman

Mulvane Class 4A

Reglonal Results

(At ‘Mulvane sports complex) .
_c . CHAMPIONSHIP = ' "
Rosc Hill 5, Clca:watcrl !
A SEMlFlNALS
Rosc HllIJ Avgusta® . ¢

", Clearwater 6, Douglass 1.~ -



