Cat Hi zttmg Struggles
In Boys BB Openers

Hlmng practlcc became a heightened prior-
ity this week during the Mulvane High School
baseball practices and MHS head baseball
coach Ramon Wiseman is hoping everybody
- can start taking a laid back approach.

That’s as in staying back. ‘

The Mulvane High School baseballers
opened their 2002 season Thursday, March
28, with a doublehcader loss to Valley Center.
The problem was the Wildcat bats wouldn’t
work. VC blanked the Cats, 7-0, in the first
game, then the Homets shelled four Mulvane
pitchers in the nightcap with a 13-3 rout.

“I was pretty disappointed in our hitting

in-the first game,” admitted Wiseman. “We

~* came out-of it a little in the second game,
getting 10 hits, but we fell behind so quick-

~we pinpointed the hitting problem. For

some reason, everybody wanted to lean for- .

~ ward in‘the batter’s box. When you get your
- weight up front, you start popping things
up. By Saturday’s practices, we were hitting

a lot better, but that doesn’t do us much

good in the Valley Center games. Hopefully, .

~we have it fixed and the kids will come -
‘back swinging Thursday against Goddard.”

The Homets, who had already played a

'paxr of games, were ready for the Cats, break- .
' ing in front, 4-0, in the first inning of the first

- game to put the Wildcats on the defensive, A

two-run homer ended that rally but Mulvane .

* never reco\vered from the poor start. .
- “I think we had a lot of first-game jitters

and when our hitting wasn't where it needed

1o be, everybody got anxious, which is why
‘they all leaned toward the pitcher instead of
back like they were supposed to.

' “Vallcy is a good hitting team and |

think we learned a lot just watching theém.

"That’s where we started noticing they all

‘had their weight back and we had our

- weight forward.”

And when everythmg clse smns gomg. *

the confidence and concentration starts going
too, whlch causcd the Cat ﬁe!dmg to suﬂ'cr.

especmlly in the second game. “We played
pretty good defense in the first game but it
was terrible in the second game. We had four
‘or five doubleplay opportunities and didn’t

‘get any of them. That just kills a pitcher,”

Mulvane was hitless in the opener until
Jimmie High's lead-off single in the 3rd

“inning but that’s as far as High got. Luke
~ Gunter walked and Jon Rogers singled with

none out in the 5th inning to give the Cats a-
good scoring opportunity but even a single
by Dan MacKay one out later wasn't
.enough to break into the scoring column.

Mulvane’s only other hit came in the. 6th

‘when Jake Myers doubled and,Andrcw.
- Bruso walked with one out, but the next two
-batters went out quietly, -
. ly that we kept playing for a- big inning and -
it never happened. After that series, I think

Mulvane’s bats were much more active
‘in the nightcap. VC out-hit the Cats, 13-10.
Freshman William Fagan and Jake Myers:
"each went 2-for-4 with one run scored.
Mulvane scored twice in the opening
‘inning. Fagan singled, Austin Higinbotham
~doubled him home. Jake Myers blasted a
triple but Higinbotham was. thrown out at
. the plate. Myers scored moments laterﬁwhen
Ryan Tatum singled.. :
The only other Cat score came in the 6th
when Rogers doubled and scored when
High singled. Pete Myers walked to keep
'the rally. going with no outs, but the next
[three batters struck out and that was the end
of the Mulvane offensive hopes. ‘

"~ Mulvane's'top pitcher; Higinbotham,
: started game No. 2 but left after two i mmngs :

when hc becnme ill,

: ] FIRST GAME .
Valldy Center ’ 4020100—7 7 .
f Mulvane 00000000 3
Chad Wilmott, Ben Gmy 5 and Ross- Wilson; Jake
Myers, Logan Sorensen 6, and Rynn Tatum,
‘ HR—Malt Opliger (VC).

SECONI) GAME '
anlcy Cemer 322 210313 11
. Mulvane 20000103 10

Michael Campbell, Todd Wheelcr 5, and Ross Wilson;
Austln Higinbotham, Logan Sorensen 3, Jon Rogers 4,
Pat Myers 5, and Ryan Tatum. - - N

. HR—Jared Simon (VC). - S n



