Coach Ramon Wiseman shouts instructions to William Fagan before he hits in the 9th

Split Openers

The Mulvane High School baseball
Wildcats beat ‘the “best” but couldn’t beat
“the rest” Monday evening, Mdreh 31,
when Buhler's Crusaders came to town (o
open the 2003 season with a Chisholm Trail
League doubleheader. ] "

It took extra innings but the Wildcats
dumped Buhler's best two pitchers in the tank
with a 54 victory in the opgner, but Mulvane’s
defense fell apart in nightcap and Buhler capi-
talized on that fact for a 12-1 drubbing of the
Cats at the Mulvane sports complex.

“We had good pitching and solid defense

in that first game,” said Cat Coach Ramon

Wiseman. “That's why.you win ball games.
Thal's what it takes. But in the second
game, cverything came apart. We couldn’t
find anybody to throw strikes and our
defense went to picces with five or six
errors | believe ™

The opener, though, was a masterpicce
against the Crusaders' top two pitchers, They
both threw smoke but the Wildcats doused
that fire by banging six hits in a well-played
game for the first one for both tcams.

“] thought at the beginning of that game
we were pretty aggressive at the plate but we
got more passive as the game progressed.”
sind Wiseman. “We faced two pretty good
putchers. That Faulkner was all-league last
year and so was Wray. They were both com-
ing close to 90 (miles per hour) but we hung
1n there and got the job done.”

The Wildcats got the job done behind the
sterhng silver relief performance of sopho-
more Logan Sorensen, who blanked the
Crusaders over the the last four innings. He
gave up only one hit and gained the victory.

That gave the Cats time to regroup. Al
one time, the hosts were ahead, 4-0, bui
Buhler reached Mulvane starter Jimmie
High, a senior, in the 6th inning in a four-
run rally that featured two home runs.

That tied the game at 4's until the 10th
inning when Mulvane put together a two-
out spurt to win it. Outfielder Jason
Wohlford banged a single up the middle and
went (o 3rd when junior Greg Flores singled
in nearly the same path. With runners at the
corners and two outs, Wisernan 0ok a gam-
bie by running Flores with hopes of Buhler
making a play on him. At the same e,
Wohlford broke from third, sconng when
the throw 1o the plate was bobbled.

“The pitcher stepped off the rubber to
make a play on Flores and when he did. we
went for the plate.” said Wiseman. “If the
play works. its good. They botched the
throw and that ended the game.

“I thought that first game was about the
best game we have played in my- years
here.” added the MHS coach. “Gunter really
had some excellent (defensive) plays lo
save some runs and we had only one error
in 101nnings.”

Gunter, second sacker Witham Fagan
and Pat Myers at 1st base turned two double
plays to bail the Wildeats out of trouble. and
Gunter also made two other excetlent pick-
ups, on one diving to get a force-out at Ind
base in an 8th inning play.

The Cats were off and running in inning
No. 1. Gunter’s single was followed by a
two-run shot out of the park by clean-up
batter Andrew Bruso. That gave Mulvane a
2-0 lead until the 3rd inning when Myers
walked. stole second and eventually scored
on a passed ball.

In the 4th, Mulvanc pushed another run
across. Sorensen scoring alter reaching on
an error. Jason Wohlford walked and Flores

FIRST GAME .
Buhler 000 004 000 0—3 6
Mulvane 200 10000015 ®

Scan Faulkner, Lindy Wray 6, and Krankenberg;
Jimmie High, Logan Sorensen 5, and Andrew Bruso,
Ben Humbolt

HR —Langvardt and Schneweis (B); Andrew Bruso -
IS TR ' - '

SECOND GAME -

Hubly ' {2063—12 6

Mulvine 000 10—1 4

Ben Corwin and Keankenberg: Pat Myers, Juson
Marun 4. Jeff Wohtford 4, and Andrew Bruso.

HR— Andrew Bruso (M) ’

moved the runners over leading to Sorensen

scoring on a passed ball,

The second game was completely differ-
ent 11 walks and five crrors left Wiseman
wondenng what happened to his team
hetween games

“We beat ourselves,”
“We beat ourselves in the fietd and on the
mound by putting people on with frec pass-
es. After we played so well in the first one,
it's hard to figure out why. Pat (Myers) is
either on or he's off.”

The Crusaders scored in atmost every
inning as they pulled away.

Mulvane finally broke the shutout up
when Bruso pounded his second home run
ol the day, a solo shot in the 4th inning. The
only other hits for the Cats were singles by
Fagan, Gunter and Nick Hall,

Mulvane will travel for ity next double-
header. The Wildeats will play Andale today
tAprl 3) but the games witl be played in
Colwich The doubleheader will start at 4 p.m

said Wiseman.



