This time Goliath won.

The Mulvane High School basketball
boys travelled to Augusta for therr final out-
ing of 2002 and the Onoles proved to be a ,
litle too big, a hittle too talented and a hutle
100 good for the up-and-conung Wildcats 1o
handle. Augusta jetied out 1o a mce lead
behind a 22-8 burst in the second quartes
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and maintained a lead the rest of the way n
4 62-43 victory over the Witdcals.

That left Coach Ryan Herrs' Cats at 2-4
for the season and improved the defending
Class 4A state champs from Augusta to 3-]

CWe realty did a pretty decent joh
aginnst those puy s stressed Herrs. “What
look us down s our shadting. We were 1in
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the game at 9-8 i the st quarter and then
we missed a few casy shots and they went
on a 22-8 run. That hit us pretty hard.”

Shootng was the difference. Augusta had
the size advantage and played that to a favor-
abice postion anside the paint. 1 have played
that game oser and over in my mind a couple
of umes and our kids did what we asked
them 1o do.” sad Herrs. “They did a good
job ol penctration but didn’t hit the casy
shots We couldn’t find the hole and when
vou can't du that. you can’t keep up against
an Avgusta We tned to push the ball a little
agannst them and we did a good job of han-
dimg the ball in the full court. but when we
went cold, we never seemed to recover.”

The Cats fimshed the game hitting well
under 0% trom the field 5 for 41 in
(wos) and Augasta hit nearly 50% from the
held (27561 They are just so potent.” said
Heers “Thes had six people who scored
pomtsan the tirst gquarter alone. You have to
be able ta guard evervhody because
Aupusta doesn't have a weak ink ™

Sull,
Mulvane's feisiy play “We really hung
atound maost ot the way.” said the Cat
vaach “We cut the Jead o mne pornis a
couple ol times but couldn’t get v under
that And T was proud ot the hads establish-
g themselves with @ man-to-man in the

Hevis was encouraged by

rd quarter bat i all goes back to not com-
pleting some tsconngy plins when we gol
the oppanunines ™

Phe Waldeats did a prewy decent Job
against the pressure and the fast-paced
wame Mulvane tinshed with 16 tumovers
and Augusta bad 1271 would say we prob-
ably had seven of those 16 wwmovers in the

fourth quarter, too,” pointed out Herrs,
“when we were Irying to do too much and
force things.”

Junior Zach Kimble torched the O's for
|8 points to pace the MHS offense. Senior
Tyler Hennes scored eight points and Nick
Hansen and Greg Flores had five apiece.

“We didn’t iet things get out of hand
apainst onc of the best teams in the league,”
vad Herrs, putting the ball game into per-
spective. “Last year, they beat us by 41,50l
think we closed the gap on them a little.”

The Mulvane junior varsity boys have
shown a flare for offénse but that hasn’t
produced a lot of victories. The jayvee boys
losta 62-49 game to Kingman to start their
season, then won only their 3rd round game
against Douglass in the Andale JV
Attowhead Shootout. Mulvane clipped -
Douglass. 50-47, with-Kiel Mangus dump-
my an 12 points, Chris Simon scoring 11
and David Mason getting nine.

One round carlier against Rose Hill, the
Rockets held on for a 63-5] triumph as
Fason Turner scored 11, Grant Snider had 10
and both Mangus and Mason chipped in
wih mine-point games.

The JV Cats opened the tourney at
Andale by losing a 52-37 game 1o the host
Indians. In that one, Mangus scored 1|
points, Grant Snider had seven and Turner
scored six.

The Wildeat jayvees opened their season
at Kingman with Turner leading the way
with 10 points. Greg Flores pumped in nine,
Mason Leonard had seven and Mangus and
Cris Stephens scored six apiece.



