atls Take Rose Hill To Wire

The only thing that would wipe out a
bad taste is a victory. The Mulvane High
School boys didn't get that, but they took
away a lot of the bad taste from a horrid
seven-point showing carlier this ycar when
they took Rose Hill to the wire in a
Chisholm Trail Leaguerouting at Rose Hill
Friday, Jan. 14.

The host Rockets ralhed after traling by
a 23-20 halftime count to subduc the
Wildeats, 53-44. The loss kept the Cafs win-
less at (-8 as they head into the Roadrunner
Classic at Chaparral.

“That first game definitely was a moti-
vational factor,” emphasized John Darrow,
the MHS boys coach. 1 used 1t 1n practice
and ! reminded the kids about the 55-7 beat-
ing and just told them when the bus leaves.
They took it personally. I think, and they
weren’l going to let 1t happen again. The
kids responded well and nearly pulled it off.
We had our best week of practice and they
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came out and showed people they were a lot
better than that first meeting.”

In that one, the Cats had 38 wrnovers
and had difficulty getting across the ime
line. i was a much different ball game
Friday mght. )

“We came out and played well once
again, we really did,” said Darrow. “We had
a chance to take the lead in the last quarter
hut we missed some shots and didn’t execuie
as well defensively as we should have in the
last two or three minutes of the ball game.”

The Wildcats didn’t take long to shatter
the “seven-potnt myth.” In the first four
minutes of the first quarter, Mulvane had
more points than they did the whole game in
the Douglass Tournament against Rose Hill.
and the Cats kept the pressure on to gain &
three-point lead by internussion In fact,
they held Rose Hill 1o onty three points tn
the 2nd quarter. The Rockets regamned their
composure n the last half and took the lead.

“We were within three points with about
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Mulvane's Troy Johnson (23) glides along the baseline toward the bucket against RH

three or four minutes to go but they hit a
bucket and we came down and missed.”
said Darrow, “After that we tried to foul and
hoped to trade two or thtee for one, but they
made their free throws, We gave ourselves a
chance to win the balt game and that’s afl
you can hope for.”

Darrow: felt the biggest change from the
first pame against Rose Hill was patience.

“That was the single biggest difference in -

our ability to be in the ball game.” said
Darrow. “We were patient on offense and
that goes back to execution. We passed the
ball a lot better i this one and we hit the
open man. Part of the reason we were able
to Wit the apen man 1s that he was where he
was supposed to be and that makes all the

difference in the world.
“We still had tov many turnovers, 18 of

them. but we cut down on the turnovers
tremendously When you go against a press-
1ng team, you're going to have some, but as
it wmed out, we also had a lot of casy bay-
kets when we broke their press.™

Darrow said the coaching staft wanted to
swap defenses often 1o keep RH off-balance
and that plan worked "It was especially
clfective i the second quarter,” said the
Wildeat coach “We chanped defenses the
whole guarter and that kind of contused
them a htle it And we also did a much
better job on the boards In the second quar-
ter, they got one shot at the basket and that
was t We got the rebounds just about every
time on the defensive end ™ '

The Rockets came back 1in the third

Chaparral Roadrunner
Boys Classic Pairings
Wednesday, Jan. 19
Game 1 -~ Kingmun {6:2) vs. Mubane (0-8), 6

p-m.
Game 2 -
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Chaparral (4-4y v Conway Springs (3.

Thursday, Jan. 20

Game 3 -- Mediome Lodge (6-1) va. Clearwater (2
6L.6pm

Game 4 - Arkansas City (4-5) vy Campus 13-6), 8
Friday, Jan. 21

Game § -« losers of gmes 1 and 2. 3pm

Game 6 -+ losers of games 3and 4, 4 30

Game 7-- winners of games 1and 2,630

Game R --winners of games 3and 4.8

Satourday, Jan. 22
Giatne Y iSeventh Placer losers of games S and 62
pm
Cramte 10 i Placer winers of panes S and
1 ‘
Crame TV cPhed Places bosers of vames
S

Gatne 1200t Placer swanners ol games
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quarter behind a 17-11 surge to regain the
icad. “Rose Hill made some adjustments in
the second half and they got some offensive
rebounds that they weren't getting carly,”
said Darrow. “But our kids played hard out
there and that's all you can ask. Théy left-
everything on the court. We had a chance to.
win, we were right there. The kids are get-
ting close and they're continuing to work
hard. 1 think it's a tribute to our kids that
they came back in this game and kept work-
ing to get the win, Eventually, ] think we'll
push it over the top.” '

Guard Chris Brannon had his best game,
scoring 11 points, including three three-
pownters. Troy Johnson finished with eight
ponts. Jared Rice and Jesse Marksberry hin-
1shed with six apiece and Chris Gerhardt
scored five.

In the jumor varsity game, the Wildcats
fet a one-point halftime lead shp in the sce-
ond half and lost a 57-50 contest to the
Rocket jayvees. ‘

Ryan McKmght led the offense for
Mulvane with 10 points. Kyle McGuire
seored nine points, Jonathan Reed finished
with seven and Shawn Rogers had five points.

The Cat JV team also lost to Cirele
Tuesday, Jan. 11, when the Thunderbirds
came to Mulvane. The score was 53-20.
High scorers for the Wildcat JVs were
Rogers. Gerhardt and McKmight with four

points apiece

Varsity Boys

Mulvine 1 121

Rove Hill 17 i 17

Mulsane - Chris Brannon 11, Jared Rive 6. Troy
Johnson 8. Jason Wilson 2, Jesse Muarksberry 6, Nick
Pupe 4. Ryan McKmight 2. Chns Gerhardt § FG 20 (0,
FI-4,F 12

Rose Hill—-B ] Whitelock 15, Nick Keer 3. Ryan
Daugherty 7. Chns Schneider 17, Todd Brutungham 3.
Joe Chandler 1, Phil Harden 7. FG 21 (5), FT6-11. F 8

Junior Varsity Boys

Mulvane 1415 10 1150

Rose Hilt 15 1413 1557

Mulvane—Kyle McGuire 9. Jeremy Adams 4, Shawn
Rogers S, Jonuthan Reed 7. Caleb Alexander 3, Phllip
Major 2. Jason Wilson 4, Troy Johnson 2, Chris
Gerhardt 4, Ryan McKmght 10 FG 19.(0). FT27.F12

Rose Hill—David Dickerson 28. Brian Boyd 3. Ryan
Samson 12,30 Utish 4, Brett Cox 2, Jordan Johnson 2,
Jason LeMaster |, Chos Paliner 4 FG 19 10y FT 9-13,

10-- 44
16--53

F15
Circle 2110 S 5-- 53
Mulsane 2 9 4 520

Cirdde- Jason Farner 9. Matt Hobbs 6. Chns Trotter 4.
Nathun Brown 2. Jusin Farner 3. Blake Adgos S, John
Keenner 1. Tvler Gottschalk 6. John Hecker 9. Marcus
Fagebs 4. Brian Goldsisnt 3 BG 240 LENN S QST AN S

Mulsane - Junathan Reed 2. Shusn Rogers 4. Jeremsy
Adanin 3 Rale McGuire 1 Chrn Gerhardt 4 Ryan
Mokmeht 4 PG RO P Ve B IS



