Win Slips Awéy

Coach Ryan Herrs and his Mulvane
Wildcat boys found a new way 10 have heart-
break Fnday mght, Jan 17.-at Goddard

It probably was not new to the world,
but it was certamndy new for the Wildeats,

playing a team everyone thought would
help the Cats break out of a four-game tail-
spin. Instead, 1t was one game of pan. The
host Laons ralhied from 12 points behind,
taking advantage of 10 mussed free throws

Mulsvane senior Luke Gunter (121 drills a bucket over Goddard defender

Jdown the streteh that gave Goddard more
lives than any cat should have. Finally, in
two overiimes, Mulvane blinked and
Goddard didn’t on the way to a double over-
tume victory by a 68-58 score.

“We mussed 20 free throws in that game.
how do you win a game missing 20 free
throws.” asked Coach Herrs rhetorically
“God bless these kids. they ened and cried
alter the game because they knew they had
an opportumty and let it shp away.”

[t was a tough one to swallow. The
Wildcats went nto the game with a 2.6
record and Goddard came i seekmg its first
success of the season after seven losses.

“The Kids played ther hearts out, they
did everything we asked them to do.” said
Herrs “We took a mine-pont lead into the
Last quarter after leading all the was bul we
had some turnovers down the stieteh and
that just kilted us. We chinched. The mental
aspect of the game was that the kids were
scared to death because of past perfor-
mances. That's part of a1, but 1t also s the
mentality thal no one we have s used 1o
winmng. so (O ST WINNINE 2ames, We have
1o do thimgs petfectly ™

Hens sand the Bions tuined up the heat
in the 4th quarter with several difterent
styvles ot pressure “and we started turnimyg
the ball over hang, bang, bang. bang. just
Like that,” sard Herrs “We also stopped
defending peaple, too

Mualvane played biskly from the stan
and rolled 1o an carly Jead 1 told our guys
we needed o he agpressive. attack them
carly and take 1t nght ac them and they did
that,” stressed Herrs: “Our hids were abso
lutely, positively aggressive And duning the
game we talked aboul playing 10 win but
when that tme got here, we weren't playing
ke we were comfortable. We began to play
protect instead of 1o win”

And that gave Goddard the crack the
Lions needed to ship back in the ball game.
The Cats ended up with 22 wrnovers, prob-
ably 10 of them n the final stages ol the
second half. And they made only 17 of 37
from the free throw hine.
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32rd Annual Chaparral

Roadrunner Boys Classic

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 22
Game 1 --Kingman vs Conway Springs, 6 pm
Game 2 — Clearwater vs, Mulvane, 8
THURSDAY, JAN. 23
Came 3 - Andover Central vs. Arkansas City, 6 p.m.
tamne 4 - Winfield vs "Chaparral, 8
FRIDAY, JAN. 24
Game S -dasers of games L and 2.3 pm
Guame 6 - losers of games 3 and 4, 4:30
~ winners of games | and 2, 6730
Winners of games Jand 4, 8
SATURDAY, JAN. 2§
“There were a lot of missed opportunities

there,” agreed Herrs, “As a team, we had
heen htting in the high 60 percent but we
went cold at the wrong time. We had every
oppartunity to win that bhall game but we
tend toinvent new ways to lose ball games.”

One of those ways was in the final sec-
onds of regulation with junior Greg Flores.,
who has developed into Mulvane's most
consitent scorers this season, but this time
he missed two free throws, *Greg was so
Jdown after the game,” said Herrs. “He felt
hike he fet the team down by rmissiag those
two free throws. But he was up there with a
patch over us eyve and nussing a contact. If
I was a betting man, 1'd bet he will never
s those shots agamn.™

Flores was a whirlwind out there agatnst
the Lions, though He fimshed with a game-
hieh 17 poimnts. Zach Kimble finished with
P points for the Cats, Gavin Smider had
seven points, Nick Hansen scored six poinis
and Fuke Gunter scored {our.

“We sull feel that pmn four days alier
the game,” added Herrs. 1 think our guys
learned something from that game. They
say you learn from your losses and 1 think
we did. We were not out-manned. we were
nol out-hustled. we were not out-worked.
We could have won that ball games.”

So. the Wildcats will jump into the
Chaparral Roadrunner Chassic this week
with so much still to prove and a 2-7 record.
The Cats, sceded Sth, were to have played
No. 4 sceded Clearwater at 8 p.m.
Wednesday night, Jan. 22, A win would put
MHS in the 6:30 p.m. game Friday. Jan. 24,
and i Joss 1 the st round would put the
Cats m the 3 pom. pame Frday.

The Wildeat jumor varsiy had 1ts hands
tutl with Buhler Tuesday might, Jan. 14, the
Crusaders dishing out @ 72-360 beating to the
Cats Logan Sorensen scored 11 points to
pace the Mulvane JV offense. Mason
I conard, Jason Turner and Cody Morion

tame 7
Oumne K

scoted sty ponts each for the Cats
Class 4A Sub-State
Basketball Assignments

March 6-8
AT DOUGLASS
Mulvane, Amlover, Rose Hill, Crucle, Andoser
Central B Davgdo, Counall Grose, Douglass
ATANDALE
Wellingtoo Clearw ater, Kingman, Andale Smoky
Valley Haven, Chaparral, Nickerson



