Marksberry Hot

Cat Bo

For three and one-half quarters Tuesday
ntght, Feb. 9, the Mulvane High School
boys and Clearwater were playing and
everybody was yawning.

Then it got serious. **{t was pretty boring
most of the game.” agreed Coach Todd
Barker. “We sat back, they sal back., We
pressed a lithe. They pressed a little. lhén.
they got within two poinis of us in the fast
fwo minutes and 1t was a barn-bumer.”

The Wildeats pulled away in the final
moments by hitting their free throws in g
56-50 triumph over Clearwater in &
Chisholm Trnl Eeague Division 11 game in
Mulvane. The Cals improved thetr status to
7-8 overatl and 4-4 10 the league

“We were abead, 33220 at haltume and
our olfense just went dead in the third q-u;il-
“we couldnt hat a thing
1t came back 1n the

ter.” sand Barker
But just as suddenly.
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fourth quarter. We started to exccute a little
better and things started falling for us.”

It’s funny how things start going your
way the harder you work.

“We actually got some big play out of a
couple kids,” said- Barker. “Jake ‘Wilkinson
had a very good game, getting some big
rebounds for us, and Brian McColpin shot
the ball really well in the first -half. He-had
all mine of his points off the bench in the
first half and that really gave us a pick-up.”

Barker also ‘singled- out Jesse
Marksberry, o junior who is one of the top
two scorers in Division [} “He's been
shooting the ball a lot better,” explained
Barker. “He got shook up carlier in the year
but 1 kept tefling him to don’t give up on
himself because | knew he could do it. Well,
he's finally doing 1t He's had several nice
games In a row.”

The difference 1n the game was at the
free throw hne where the Cars went 12 of
18 and the Indians hit only four of eight.

Marksherry finished with a game-high
25 puints. Wilkinson had 11 for the Cats
and McColmn scored nine.

Mulvane ralhed behind a 14-2 spurt in
the final quaner to nick the Indians, 46-44,
in the junior varsity game Tuesday night,
Nick Pope and Jonathan Reed scored nine

points cach and Jason Wilson had eight to

power the MHS jayvee offense.

l.ook for Barker to try and schedule
Chaparral for more games next year. The
Wildcat boys mopped up on the
Roadrunners for the third time this season
Friday night, completcly spoiling the
Chaparral homecoming when they gave the
Wildcats a sweep for the night.

The Mulvane girls dusted off the
Roadrunner girls, 54-39, before the Cat boys
took over and popped Chappy, 56-48, with a
comeback win. The victory snapped a two-
game losing streak for Barker's troops and

gave the Cats only their second victory in the
last eight games, both over the Roadrunners.
Mulvane had to overcome an early hot
streak by Chaparral to start the game. “They
came out and they were smoking,” said
Barker. it was thetr homecoming and they
were up for the game. We decided to change
defenses on them and that secemed to slow
them down. We started na 1-2-2 match-up
sone but switched to a 1-3-1 zone. That kind
ol shut them down. They were successful
getning the ball inside on us and geting
cheap shots The swatch took care of that.”
The Roadrunners were red hot out of the
gale, racing o @ 16-9 fead in the first quar-
ter betore the 1-3-1 stopped all that non-
sense That first quarter, they were all
pumped up and their crowd was going. too,
but we took them out of the game when we

started hitting. We're not really a three-
point shooting team but the kids were wide
open, so they shot ‘em. Chaparral was more
interested in crowding the inside, which
gave us plenty of open area be'hlnd the
three- -point line.”

Tt didn't hurt that Mulvane's No. | scorer,
jun"tof Jesse Marksberry, got his motor.run-

ning, too. Marksberry launched thrce suc-

cessful three-pointers in a tow and Brian
Dinkel hit one trey as the Wildcats gamned
the momentum in the second quarter. By
halftime, Chappy was still ahead, 24-20, but
the Cats had the momentum and that showed
up tn the third quarter when Mulvane took
the lead for good with a 16-8 edge.

“We started getting more opportunilies
in the third quarter and acwally had one of
our hest shooting nights,” pointed out
Barker. “"We shot over 50% for the game
(16 out of 34 and 4 of 6 from beyond the
arc). When we hit all those three-pointers.

s Spice Up Game

that secemed o send them a signal that
sparked our team.” '

Good shooting was the whole game for
Mulvane since Chaparral won the batle for
rebounds; 30-28. Marksberry had nine
boards for the Cats and senior Randy
Johnson finished with seven.

“With us hitting so good, thére weren't a
lot of rebounds for the gathenng,” empha-
sized Barker. “They were running @ man-to-
man defense at us the whole game and | think
our overall quickness was our advantage.”

Down the stretch, Mulvane held off the
Roadrunners with good free throwing. The
Cats hit 14 of 16 from the line in the final
quarter to coast to victory.

The MHS junior varsity, Chaparral used
a 23-free throw night to stop Mulvane's JVs,
56-46. Wilson's 11 points highlighted the
MHS offense. Sophomores Chris Gerhardt

and Andy Hixson popped in cight apiece.



