New Emphasis On Defense
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“Almost™ s a big word

Mulvane High School boys basketball
coach Ryan Herrs and his Waldeat warnors
are fipding out it three imes te sze ot 8"

“Wetre close, we're so close” snd
Herrs

The MHUS coach was talking about the
st two games Fhe Cats chested up agmnst
Augunta Fraday mght. Feb 70 home and
dlmost pulled ol the iggest upsetan yeats
betore the Onoles pulled it ontan the Tinal
momenis Tar g 45 42 \IC[\‘['\> [hree miyhis
cathier ar Valley Centers Mulvane agann
plaved a strong game but came up with
anothet three-pomt loss, 30747

“Weoat least look ke we know what
we'te domng out there and that's great.” sad
Herrs “These hids are plaving Against

Augusta, they played hke wainors. They

aent up there wath as much confrdence as

thes could, and they went in there and
plaved hard  We yust had a couple of
wrnovets that hurt us. Otherwise, the Kids
did a tremendous job 7

In the whole first halt, at fooked hike the
Cals were the defendmg 4A State champs
mstead of Augusta as they moved the ball
well, passed 1o the Onoles weakness and
got the casy mude shots that dropped. The
Cals optseored Augusta, [4-90 1 the first
quatter and went into intermission with i
2017 lead when Nack Hansen canned i
three poimter from the cornet s the hotn
went olt

“That play was @ good example ot wha
I'm talkhing about,” ponted out Herrs "We

A determined Luke Gunter (12) puts a roadblock up against Augusta

went ato the game wanung to control the
tempo and we did that the whole game. We
didn’t want to play "Augusta ball,” we want-
ed 1o play “Mulvane ball.” Right before the
hatl, we got the ball and went for one shot.
The hids on the floor ran the offense and
Hansen gets the shot and drains 1™

Mulvane also played some outstanding
sone defense, collapsing on the Augusta
inside game “They didn’t have a very pood
shooting halt and that’s what we needed.”
sind Herrs “We gambled that they would
have trouble itting from outside and that 1y
one reason we had them off-balance.”

The Onoles beated vp in the second half,
though. and made the Wildceats guard farther
outside, which opened up their big inside
gun After hitung under S04 {rom the field
in the Diest hatt, the Onoles i over S0% 1n
the 2nd to catch up and pass the Wildcats

Semor Tyler Hennes and junior Zach
Kimble powered the offense for Mulvane,
cach sconng 10 pomts. Dusty Sorensen fin-
ished with six points, Greg Flores had five
and Gavin Snider scored four.

The Cats also had their trouble in the
jayvee game Friday night, losing by a 55-34
count to the Orioles. Cris Stephens had a
career-high of 16 points. Kiel Mangus had
cight points, Josh Trevitt had four and Grant
Snider scored three.

At Valiey Center, the Wildcats had some
missed opportunitics that led to the defeat.
“We had several opportunities to take con-
trol of the game bul we didn't.” said Heers.
“We had the lead until fate and one of their
Kids hit a three that put them ahead and tha
seemied to break our back.”

Sull, Herrs sand he felt good about the
direction Mulvane was gomg There was
plenty 1o prawse from the VO game

“Zach Kimble made some great plays.
Greg Flores hit hus open shots and Dusty
Sorensen was 3-for-5 trom the held and had
a couple of assists ot the bench tor another
great job,” sid Hers “Tuke Gunier had no
turnovers for us plaving point guard the
entire game. That's the kind of |eadership
these Kids are starting to give 1o us

“"These hds want to be good. They are
getting those opportunities 1o win ball
games. I we getacouple (winsic took out ™

Kimble led the sconng for the Cats with
I3 paints Flores scored [T pornts, Sorensen
had a scason-high 10 and Hennes scored six

it doesn’t get any ecasier. though
Mulvane as ofl Friday might. Feb 14, bu
will ravel to league-leading Maze Tuesday
mght, Feb I8

Buys Varsity

Augusta 9 X I Q48

Mulvane o1 7oAl

Augusta-—John Maser 13 Man Bover 6 Jake Sime /
Scatt Slade 6. Hans Nicked 13 FG AR SL T 40102

Mulbvane- Gavia Smder 4°Nick Hansen 3. Dasty
Sorensen 6. Zach Kimble 10 Greg Flores STy ler
Hennes 10, Grant Saader 2 FG IR T 225 F 18

Mulsane 189 .47

Valley Center IV 18 8 11 Su

Malvane --Dusty Sorensen 10, Greg Flores 11, Nuck
Hunsen 3, Gavin Smder 3. Tyler Hennes 6. Zach Kimble
1V FG18t6) FT S-13, F I8

Valley Center—Betsworth 6, Corey Carter 2. lan
Lindstrom 13, Garrett Kanen 20, Deliong 20 Travs
Riffel 2, Jared Simon S FG I8 (3), FT 1119, F 15

Junior Yarsity Boys

Augusta 4 17 15 9 S8

Mulvane I3 EA I

Augusta—-Brice Simon t4, Enc Enghsh 7, Brody
Lantham 2, Tyler Lytton 14, Kirby Nickel K, Cole
Hancock 2, Caleb Pazaic 4, Kevin Schauf 4 FG 19 14y,
FT13-17.F 2}

Mulvane—Kiel Mangus 8, Cris Stephens 16, Grant
Snider 3. Chris Simon 1, Josh Trevitt 4, Jason Tuener 2
FG L)L FT 11.27,F 15



