Early Burst

T-Bird

It took Circle just about three minutes to
set the tone of the Chisholm Trail League
game Tuesday night against Mulvane. It

was “thunderous.”
Al home, the Thunderbirds showed the

Wildcats the door in the opening moments

as they burst out to a 10-0 lead on the way

10 a 64-32 victory.

The loss left Mutvane at 1-15 for the year
as Coach John Darrow’s club hcads down
the streteh in the regular season with three
games left. Circle hoosted its record to 10-7.

“They dominated us from the beginning
of the game,” sad Darrow. “t was 10-0
before we even turned around. They got
some threes carly and put us away. It was
over hefore 1t started.”

By the end of the fiest pertod, the T
Birds were well out front, 20-4, and
Mulvane didn’t put up much of a fight after
that. “The mental mistakes are really kifling
us.” admitted Darrow. “We had 17 turnovers
in the first half alone and that's 17 posses-
aons were we didn't get a shotoff. We dqid a
much better job in the second half, but the
unforced errors dre a major reason they han-
dled us. We're talking about lare violations
and travelling. Those are just mental nus-
tukes and we're sull making them.”

The first-year MHS coach felt his Cats
played better after intermission but by thal
tme Circle wits Just maintaining a 24-point

“Compared 1o the first half. we executed
4 fot better 1n the second half and generally
plaved better but you can’t go Into i game
and play a hatf of a ball game.” said Darrow
“We were really never in the ball game.”

About the only arca Darrow could brag on
was the Mulvane rebounding, which returned
to form after an off-night against Valley
Center last week. The Cats, with sophomore
Troy Johnson snapping up 11 boards, had 36
rebounds to only 23 for the T-Birds. “we're
doing a good job there but we have to do a
better job executing and putting the orange
thing through the hoop,” said Darrow.

Chris Gerhardl was top scorer for the
Wildcats Tuesday night. He had 11 points.
Jesse Marksberry had six points. Troy
Johnson scored five and Ryan McKnight
and Jason Wilson had four apiece.

The MHS boys found out how big of a
roll Valley Center is on and they couldn’t
get out of the way Friday might, Feb T1.
when the Hornets came to town

Valley added Mulvane to 1ts collection ot
trophies by taking advantage of Mulvane’s
turnovers and controlled the rebound battle
1o rock the Wildeats, 67-34, in a game fea-
turing a Chisholm Tral League Division |
team (VC) aganst o CTL Division Il team
(Mulvane). Tt also marked the seventh victo-
ry in the last nine games for the Hornets,
who started the season on a sour 1-6 roll.

The Wildcat boys lTooked good in the
first quarter but as the second penod ended.
Valley threw up a half-court trap that the
Cats didn't solve the rest of the game. “We
came out and had a good first quarter.” sad
Darrow. “We attacked their defense and did
a nmice job on the defensive glass carly, but
when they threw that half-court trap up. we
didn’t recogmize 1t quickly enough and n

caused us a lot of problems. We hadn’t
worked on a half-court trap like that for a
while, and we're the type of team that has t0
work every week on what people throw at
us in games. [t created a problem and they
just took it to us. They got a lot of easy bas-
kets off the trap.”

And ook the Cats out of the game
quickly. After holding their own in the
opening quarter (Mulvane trailed only 13-
7). the Hornets hit the next gear, blowing
past Mulvane with a 23-10 edge in the sec-
ond period. Mulvane couldn’t cut into VC's
16-17 lead 1n the third quarter and the rest s
history. Valley nailed things down by hitting
five three-pointers o none for Mulvane and
made 20 of 30 free throws while the Cats
made only eight of 19,

Bad things also happen when a team
can't take care of the basketball. The Cats
turned the bail over 25, “That is the most
lurnovers we've had since the Kingman
pame,” said Darrow

Mulvane had nie different players score
but didn’t have anybody take charge. Johnson
finished with seven points and Marksberry
scored six. Gcrhurd{‘chlppcd in with four.

fn the junior varsity game, VC roasted
the Cats. 52-23. Freshman Caleb Alexander
and sophomore Jeremy Adams had four
points cach and Yth grader Dusty Sorensen
fintshed with a team-high five points.

The Mulvane JVs also struggled in a game
at Clearwater Tuesday, Feb. 8, losing by a 49-
15 count. McKnight led the scoring with five
pornts and Jonathan Reed scored four.
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