Home Finale Tonight

Late Surge Powers Cat Boys

Struggling at Chaparral is no way to get
mentally prepared for a tough sub-state, but
there's a difference between struggling and
winning and struggling and losing.

The Mulvane High School boys, dogged
by foul trouble throughout the game, had
cnough down the stretch to coast past
Chaparral, 60-52, Friday night, Feb. 21, in
their Jast Chisholm Trail League road outing.

The triumph gave the Wildcats a 4.7
league mark with one game to go and a 5-14
log overall in the final game before the seed-
ing for sub-state. The Wildcats will be at
home for the home finale tonight (Feb. 27)
with league-leading Circle coming for a visit.

The Cats will be starting play in the
Augusta Class ‘4A Sub-State Tuesday night,

March 4. The Wildcats were seeded No. 7
and will meet No. 2 sceded Circle again in
Thunderbird land in the opening game. First
round winners will advance to Augusta for
the semifinals Thursday night, March 6.
Earliecr this scason, the Wildcats
slammed Chaparral by 19 points (79-60) but
had a hard time shaking the 1-18
Roadrunners this time. “We got into carly
foul trouble and had to batile the whole
game,” said MHS Coach Todd Barker. “We
had (Darrin) Erbert, (Neil) Gosch and
(Clint) Cox all sitting on the bench because
of foul rouble and that doesn’t help things,
especially since we also lost two other
starters o injurics since that carlicr game.
We have other kids who can play but with
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Wildcat Brad Canfleld (45)vsteps Inside as he goes for a basket agalnst Choparral

the expericnce on the sidelines, it makes it
tough. We missed Raymond's size in there,
and he’s pretty active, 100.”

Since that blowout, the Cats have had to
put two starters on the sidelines with
injuries—junior Chad Gerwick and senior
Raymond Lazier. “When you get into foul
trouble and already have a couple kids out,
it makes it even more difficult,” pointed out
Barker. Gerwick is out with a knee injury
and Lazier with a broken finger. .

The game was tight all the way before
the Wildcats slowly pulled ahead in the
final few minutes. Finally, the Cats staried
showing their stff. Juniors Erbert and
Bryce Schumacher and Dan McElroy
warmed up in the final eight minutes to
spoil Chappy’s upset hopes. Erbert and
Schumacher scored six points each and
McElroy had five in the final quarter.

“We started getting a little more aggres-
sive on defense and forced some lurnovers
in the lust quarter,” said Barker. “We got our
transition game going with three or four
quick turnovers to gel a nice lead.

“They came down the court and were a
little sloppy handling the ball and we took
advantage of things. We weren't out trying
to force things but we did gel into our half-
court trap and got seme turnovers with it
Really, though, it was their sloppy passing
that kind of caught up with them.”

Barker smd he didn’t want to turn the
game into an up-lempo Crun-arama.’” “We
didn’t want 1o do a whole Jot of pressing
because of personnel situation. Earlier, we
ran a lot of Kids i and out of the game but
we weren't gelting many points ofl it so we
thought thut strategy wasn't working., We
decided we needed 1o pick our spols, so
that's why we went with the hall-court trap.

“We don't iave 1o go for so Jong or so hard

1o get results.”
Turnovers-theirs and ours
played a huge role in the Wildcat win.
Mulvane had only nine wrnovers in the
game. “That's probably a scason-low for
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:us,” pomied oul Barker, "We seemed 1o take
- care of the ball beuer a{{‘]d didn’t rush things.

[ just think we're handling pressure a lot
better now than we did carher.”

Mulvane also had another fine game in
the rebounding department, Laking a 34-29
edge in that department. Clint Cox finished
with 10 boards, 6-7 Brad Canficld picked
off nine, Erbert had six and Gosch finished
with five. “It’s hard to imagine how many
Neil would get if he could play more,” said
Barker. “He's on the sidelines se much with
foul problems.™

It didn’t bother Barker much 1o have 1o
sweat it out at Chaparral, a team that has been
geting drilled on a regular basis this season.
“A win is a win,” said Barker. “On down the
line, nobody's going to remember what the
point spread was. we had some kids step in
there and pick up the slack. That's what I'm
going to remember about it. Anytime it is
positive, it's going (o give you momentum.”

The guard Erbert finished with a game-
high 18 points to ignite the Wildcat offense.

Canfield finished with 15 points and both
Gosch and McElroy had seven points.

The varsity game gave the Wildcats a
sweep at Chaparral for the night. The junior
varsity Wildcats bombed the Roadrunner
Jayvees, 75-46, raising their record to 7-6
for the season under Coach Scott Swancey.

Mulvanc had a host of scoring in the
avalanche. Ryan Lowe hit a scason-best 15
points. Ryan McCarty had 14 points, Doug
Grow scored 12 points, Sean Holman hil
nine points and Rob Parker had eight potnts.

Last week at Clearwater, the MHS
jayvees continued their torrid pace by
swamping Clearwater's JVs, 7848, Balance
on offensc keyed the Mulvane victory.
Parker scored 14 points, Garrett Hennes had
12 and Jesse Marksberry finished with 11,
Grow scored nine points, and both Ryan
Rogers and Randy Johnson hit for six points.

The Mulvane sophomores also had a
breese at Chappy. The score was 71-51 as
Johnson had a carcer-best 28 points and
Brian McColpin pumped in 18. Marksberry
scored eight points and both Hennes and
Jacob Wilkinson had five-point games.

Varsity Boys

Mulvane 15 12 14 19--60

Chapaml 17 12 13 10--52

Mulvenc—Darin Erbent #8, Bryce Schumacher 6,
Neal Gosch 7, Dan McElroy 7, Brad Canfield 15, Greg
Nunn 2, Clint Cox 5. FG 21 (0), FT 18-27, F 14,

Chapamal—Kevin Kunz 16, Dustin Smithhisler §,
Kyle Carathers 7, A.J. Caterwood 14, Lance Ricke 6,
Jedf Cox 6. FG 20 (5), FT 7-10, F 21.

Junlor Varsity Boys

Mulvane 19 16 12 28--7§

Chapamal 22 12 8 4--46

Mulvane—Doug Grow 12, Ryan Lowe 15, Ryan
McCarty 14, Rob Parker 8, Scan Holman 9, Kcene
Hargrove 2, Randy Johnson 4, Jessc Marksberry 4,
Garrett Hennes 3, Tom Anderson 4. FG 26 (5), FT 18-
25,F22

Chaparral-—Richic Bamett §, Spencer Hostetler 7,
Ryan Hoopes 6, Lyle Redgate 11, Chns Sievens 14, #G
19(1),FT 7-19,. F 21.

Muivane 6 2 22 28--78

Clearwater 10 7 12 19—48

Mulvanc—Rob Parker 14, Doug Grow 9, Keene
Hargrove 4, Garrett Hennes 12, Doug Grow 9, Ryan
McCarty 4, Ryan Lowe 5, Ryan Rogers 6, Jake
Wilkinson |, Randy Johnson 6, Tom Anderson 4, Jesse
Macksberry 1. FG 35 (1), FT 7.23,F 25

Clecarwater—Ast 13, Dalbom 3, Ladd 2, Lehl 13,
Mathews 1, Bevan 7, Davis 4, Avila 5. FG 19 (1), FT 11-
20,F19.

Sophomore Boys

Mulvane 17 4 (5 15T

Chaparmali 13 12 11 15--51

Mulvane—Randy Johnson 28, Garrett Hennes 5,
Jacob Wilkinson 5, Brian McColpin 18, Josh Scars 4,
Jesse Marksberry 8, Tom Andersan |, Philip Ward 2. I'G
23(3).FT 17-28,F 19.

Chaparral—Eddy Spcars 7, Jeremy Shuc 8, Jason
Bauer 17, Russell Jelinek 13, Joel Gerber 4, Joel Walker
2.FG19(0), FT 1319,F23.



