Earlier this scason, the Mulvane Wildcat
hoys had a heartbreaker in Goddard. Ahcad
all the way, the Cats lost it in two overtimes.

The Cats didn’t make the same mistake
twice as they buried the Lions, 68-47, in a
Chisholm Trail League game in Mulvane. I
was onc of Mulvane's best-balanced games
In several years. o

“The difference 1s the guys went oul
there and hit their shots,” said Coach Ryan
Herrs. “Over there, we got up, missed a
couple of free throws that would have ended
it and let them back in the game and they
beat us in two overtimes. This time, we got
up on them and kept on going.” '

And the key was an offense that was hit-
ung on alt eylinders and a defense that was
solid. In fact. the Cats have played pretty
solid defense most of the Tast half of the
scason. “The key was us hitting our shols,”
sard Herrs. “We had 35 points at half and
we had been averaging about $UH {points) the
last three or four games. We it some shots

carly from the outside and then tned to po
instde more 1in the second half, That gave us
a lot of halance.”

And 1t also made the Wildeats more did
ficult to defend aginnst,

“Hopelully, we can gamn some momen
wm.” sad Herrs, e was a big wan tor s,
no question Bat what was bigger for us was
the hids stepping up and hitimg their shots
We hit seven threes | don’t know what pet-
centage we ended up with but we wete 6-
for-10n the first halt ™

That was cnough o let the Cats chage
to the front of the pack. Mulvane was
ahead by six by the end ol the first quater
and extended that advantage o 15 by 1nter-
mission, 35-20.

Guard Luke Gunter had a carcer game
against the Lions, scoring 11 points. Zach
Kimble finished with a game-high 19
points, Greg Flores added 13 and both Tyler
Hennes and Dusty Sorensen pumped in
eight points.

“Gunter's play lately has been big”
pointed out the MHS coach. “He handled
thangs, put the 1eam on his shoulder and car-
ried us through. His matunty really showed
He's plasing hike a semor ™

“We had confidence.”
“Evernybody felt it The hids went out there

sad Henrs

and asserted theniselves and they pot the job
done 1t was dehimitely one ol our best pes
formances this vear, and i fact, the lasi
three vears 1 was the kind of game you
hope you play atl the ime ™

Herrs s hopmyg the momentum and conli
dence pawned will carry the club imto newt
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Douglass Class 4A

Boys Sub-State Pairings

Monday, March 3
FIRST ROUND
No & Mulane (6-13) a1 No 1 Andover Central (16-
0.7 '
No 7 Councal Grove (6-1% at No 2 Andover (15-4),
7
No 6 Cirele17-12)at No 3 EI Dorado 110-9), 7
‘Tuesday, March 4
FIRST ROUND
Na 6 Dooglass giels t3-J6) at No 3 Rose Hill gurds (7
1216 pm
No 5 Douglast bovs (7-124 at No 4 Rose Hill boys
.1, 730
Thursday, March 6
AT DOUGLASS
Grame | semtuls, 6 pm
wintfinaly, 7 3
Saturday, March 8
Game 3 (Bovs Champuonships winners of games |
amd 207 %0

Came 2

weekh's Douglass Class 4A Sub-State.
Parnngs announced find the Wildeats (6-13)
banging heads with No 1 seeded Andover
Centeal (16-3) a0 the fust round at 7 pm.
Monday might, Mareh 3 at Andoser Central.

Bubler's Crusaders made short work of
Mulvane when the Cat boys invaded Bubhler
Friday night, Feh 21, for a Chisholm Trail
League Division [ game

“They just Killed us.”™ sad Coach Herrs.
“Turnovers hilled us and so did therr shoot-
g They just didn't mass a shot ™ The
Crusaders struck carly and held Mulvane to
onls 13 points in the fust half on the way to
a 61-32 home tniomph

“Turnovers really hurt us, toe,” sad
Herrs. I thought our Kids just played tired.
The guys have been working so hard 1o get
their victories and they just seemed o tire
out against Bubler™

Herrs had hoped to control the tempo of
the game. On Mulvane’s first possession of
the contest, they passed the ball 32 times but
still couldn’t get an open shot. “Their
defense 1s tough, iCs sohid.” pointed out
Herrs. You have 1o it some outside shots
when you play them. Otherwase. they Just
tghten things down in the middle They
crowd the muiddle more exers time you miss
an outside shot When you don’t het any
thing vutsile. they qust closed 1 down msaide
and you don’t pet anything there either ™

The Wildcats made o mann thove at the
bl

Crusaders i the 3nd gquarter Down by 22,
the Cats cut the gap to 1o and had the ball
but that momentum ended with a couple
twrnovers Thal was our best stretch,” sad
Herrs “The

rebounding and a gond job ottensively They

hids were damyg o good job

were getting it done then, but we had o cou-
ple of turnovers and they went down and hat
acouple of shats and e was hack up there ™

Then, there was the Jth quarter One
pomt TWe qust completeh felt out ol con-
tention.” sand Heres

The Cat coach sad the long boght spal
was the play ol pomt goard Luke Gunter
“lLuke Gunter agann made me vers proud.”
sind Heres “He had only one tumover the
whole game and got us o our offense His
leadership and hostle were great He's domg
exvacthy what Famaskimg himo do ™

Zach Kimble once again paced the
AMulvane scoting game He had nie pornts
Greg Flores scored eight pornis, Dusty
Sorensen scored sty and Tyvler Hennes
droppedn fine

The Wildcats wall play their fimal home
game tonight (Feb 27y when Vadley Center
cames 1o town The boys will play in the
Douglass Class 4A Sub-Stale next week.



