5A'8 ub-State

The cycs ‘said it all ,

“1 could see it in thclr cycs before-
hand " said Mulvane Hsgh School boys bas-
ketball. coach Ryan, Herrs, “and-that said it
“all. We were a little scarcd mumxdatpd and

~ we played that: ‘way from the start.”

Mulvane's stay in the Bishop Carroll -
~-Class SA Sub-State Thursday night, Feb.

-~ 28, wasn't an cxpcncncc you'd want to
‘write home about, The Wildcat boys turned
the ball over on nine of their first 10 posscs-

. sions and had 14 wurnovers in the opcnmg

,'quarter as lhc host Crusaders bombed lhc .
"Cats, 89- 53, lo ‘end lhc scas()n for lhc_-t. :

. Mulvanc boys. ‘ ‘ »
The loss left the Wildcats at 6-15 for the

2001 -2002 and on Lhc shon cnd of a mnc- .

gamc losing streak.
Bishop Caroll Iosl in the champxonshlp
game Saturday night, March 2, to Goddard,

86-76, to qualify for the Class 5A Statc '

Toumament this weekend.
Carroll came out with a smothering half-
“ court trap from the opening tip and the Cats
crumbled as the Crusaders put the game

'away in the opbning quarter by out-scoring.

Herrs club by a 22-2 count. By mlcrm:s-

sion, BC had a 44-15 edge..

“ “It’s the same old story, it rca]ly is,” con-

fcsscd Hers. “ know they were going to be

;commg after us and we just buckled. To be
:honest, I haven't scen a team that aggressive,
- iever, When we got_past half-court, they just
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'Jumpcd all over us and we dldn t handle it."

It's a problcr_n the: Wildcats have had for
several seasons, really, “We've been talking.
about this my two years here,” said Herrs, “If
you can't handle the ball well, you can't do
anything. 1 think our young kids coming up
need to leam to dribble, pass under pressure
and make better decisions when it comes to
passing. That's espccially important when:
'you're playing better (Class 5A) competition.

“They picked us up man-to-man, then-
trapped every single time. I don't think we
got off more than three or four shots.”

‘Mulvane finally scored in the first quar-
ter in the tast few seconds when Zach
Kimble hit one from the baseline. Much of
the rest of the way, Herrs gave pIaymg nmc
to nearly the entire squad.

““Under the circumstances, our younger

kids did a good job,” said Herrs. “It was a

" good deal dnd a bad deal. It was good that

" the youngcr kids performed well but it was

step up and play. One of the starters who

" did have a good ball gamé. was (senlor)

. Troy Johnson. I burmed two timeouts i the
first quartcr but wc ‘still dldn t do much"

agamst that prchurc, so 1 gave some of thc

youngcr kids an opportunity.”
" Overall; the Wlldcats ﬁmshcd wnth more¢.

than 30 tumovcrs _ R

Fmally, in lhc t‘ nal qu:mcr lhc W:ldcats :

put together some decent. numbers, but the
game was long ‘gone. The Cats out-scored
the Crusaders, who 1mproved their record to
10-11, 28-22, in the last period.”

“The key, though, is the first two min-

-utes of the game and the first two minutes

of the third quarter,” emphasized Herrs,

“That scts the tone for everything. When
you start with a.10-0 deficit, cvcrylhmg is

‘uphill from there."”

Johnson; a two—ycar starter who missed his

- entire junior year with a knee injury, finished

with 25 points. Senior guard Kale Regier

-dropped in two “threes” for six points and

guard Luke Gunter had eight points. Kimble
scored four points and sophomore reserves,

Nick Hanscn and Gavin Snider scored three

cach as did junior Caleb Alexander.

“That's not the way | wanted to end the
scason and 1 know the kids didn’t want to
end it like that,” said Herrs. “We just need

1o keep working and try to improve, We

have to work harder than our competition in
practlccs bccausc we havc a lot of ground to

‘make up.”

Wnldcats 'h'oy Johnson (23) and Gavm Smder (30) try to block outa Crusader ona rebound altempt in5A sub-state game




