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El Dorado Ends Season

Wildcat Boys Scrap To En

The Mulvane High School boys basket-
ballers carned their badge of courage as the
dismal scason came to a close Friday night,
March 2, in the opening round of the
Campus Class SA Sub-State Tounament.

The boys went out kicking and scratch-
ing, not like you would expect of an 0-21
ball club. El Dorado was the final execu-
tioner as the El Dorado Wildcats hammered
Mulvane, 63-38. El Dorado went on to clip
Kapaun Mt. Carmel, 62-60, in the champi-
onship game Saturday, Feb. 3, to eamn a trip
to the 5A Statc Championship and will meet

Kansas City Harmon (14-5) at 3 p.m. today-

(March 8) in the first game of the 5A state
shootout at the Expocentre in Topeka.

The loss closed out the saddest chapter
in MHS basketball history from a record
standpoint. Mulvane's 0-21 record marked
the first time the Wildcats have gone
through the season winless.

“These kids aren't 0-2]1 with me,” said
Coach Charlic Mason. “They could have
put in their time and got the ball game over
but our kids were playing as hard in the last
minute as in the first minute. Everybody's
going to be talking about these kids going
0 21 but I'll 1ell you onc thing, they have a
world of heart.”

However, heart couldn't win a game this
scasort and especially not against the Ark
Valley Wildcats, who inched ahcad cach
quarter and kept stretching it out to run their
record to 14 8. Mulvane simply didn’t have
the malenal o compete tus scason and was
“luckless™ in the three opportumities 1o win,
losing the three by a total of five paints,
cach on last second shots.

The MHS Wildcats
accounting of themselves anyway Friday

gave a good
might as they set out to post their first win
“I rcally thought we could beat them,”
emphasized Mason. “They had everything
to lose and we had nothing to lose. We went
into the game doing the only thing we could
iand we achieved half of our goal. We want-
cd 10 stop (6-foot, 8-inch) Bengie West and
we wanted 10 stop Aaron Duryea. We want-
¢d to make the other three people beat us.
We stopped West but Duryea proved to be a
much betler shooter than [ thought he was.
We gave them some cheap baskets off the
press that hurt, too.”

What the Cats had hoped o do was sur
round West with three players and hound
Durvea, giving the other three players a free
run. West was reduced to an average plaver,
tung a season Jow two pomnts but Duryca

Campus 5A Boys
Sub-State Results
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MHS's Jeff Sisco (at left), Gary Cleverdon (41), BUI Harrington (45, Todd Hedstrom (33) surround ball in season finale

scored 23 ponts to pace the vactory:,

“It was a defense we had used two years
ago when we played Chris Hickman at
Clearwater,” said Mason. “They had only
two playets who could hurt us and we let
the other three go and just tried W adjust to
what they did. West was frustrated the
whote time. He touched the ball four tmes
and got onc basket and three rebounds.
They put their other people night where we
thought they would and sometimes we

adjusted ot and sometimies we didn’t

“The game play was followed, but the
differences mopersonnel was the dhitference
i the outcome of the ball game,” adided
Mason “We did what we did to iy and wan
the ball game but we gave Duryed oo mamy
points If we could have held lnm down
more, we might have beenin there [ have
10 gpive him eredit, though He's a much bet
ter stationary shooter than [ gave hun credat
lor because several times Todd Hedstrom
was hangmg all over hunand he snll made
(0 We made a gallant iy and did the bestwe
could, and that's the bottom hine ™

Mulvane’s biggest probiem all season,
Lack ol o conastent scormy punch, was ey
dent Fradas might ina g way Jet! Siscosa
G o6 cenior, had one of his best games, scor

g 12 pomnts gomp aganst Westanside

Jumor Bill Herningtlon was next with seven
points and sophomore Gary Cleverdon
scored six ponts. Top scorer Curus Norden,
a semor, closed out s MHS cage carcer
with four points, as did guard Todd Butcher,

“| thought everybody did a good job on
West, but Sisco came ready o play,” said
Mason, “He really stood out offensively and

had one of his best yamen. Cleverdon alo
played well”

The end may have brought a sigh ot
relicf for MHS fans but Mason, who
watched s T1-year record at Mulvine sink
to 118-123, was not glad it was over. “I'm
never glad 1t's over,” he said. ] just wish
we could have gotten a *W' for these hids.
They lost in all kinds of ways thus year.”



