Hold Off Clearwater

It nothing else, the Mulvane High
School Wildcat boys are exciting! But can
Coach Ryan Herrs stand all that excitement?

The Wildeats' penchant for getting the
lead. then watching it wash away in the fad-
g moments of @ game continued in the
final two rounds of the Andale Arrowhead
Shootout Friday and Saturday, Dec. 13-14,
but the last round had a slightly different
twasl. the Cats won'! '

And they followed that up Tu.csduy
mght. Dee. 17, at home by getting away
Itomy the seript..they got ahead, then, oh
my. held on down the stretch to hand

“Clearwater a 62-57 setback jn a game
plased at the MHS gym.

Fhis bme 1t was different. This time. the
Cats handled the pressure. Ahead 58-52.
with about 1:50 to play, Clearwater hit a
thee-pointer to cut the margin to 5§8-55
wih T34 left. Guard Luke Gunter answered
with i shek pass cutting down the middle to
Gavin Smider under the bucket. Two points,
Girey Flores followed after an Indian miss
with a lree throw but Clearwater cut it to
tour again, 61-57 with 48 seconds to tick.

And the Cats held their ground. Good
detense. bloching out under the offensive
boards and plaving for the moment. Zach
Kimble put a did on it with one free throw
with IS seconds el

Tnmar Guard Greg Flores knocked down
e “thiees™ and fiushed wath 22 ponts for
the Waldeats Kimble scored 18, Gavin Smides
had 1O and semors Tyler Hennes and Dusty
Sotensen seared sy and four, respectively, as
the Cats won thear second game 1 a row.

[ thew tost win, the Wildeats followed
Sther senpt™ o pertection an the first three
guatters, bursimg Douglass under @ moun-
Latias thes ook o 30-20 halfuine Tead and
tade gt A1 24 poing ito the final 12 min-
ates betore puthing the Doaglass boys down
mtar Mulvane’s fisst victory of the season,
44933 conquest of the Bulldogs.

A mght earlier against Rose Hill, the
Wildeats led much of the contest only to let
Rose Hill scrambie from behind in the final
quarter for a 53-45 Rocket victory.

The Douglass game gave the Cats a 1-3
record. That's the good part of that game,
we gota "W sand Coach Herrs. 1 wasn't
overly impressed with our play, but we exe-
cute really, really well. What | am con-
cerned most about 1s that we don't finish
things When we start hiting those shots,
we e pong o be o goad eam. Right now, |
think the kids ate thinking too much You
st need o target about 1t and and play
ball Quit thinking about all the scenanos. ™

Bn Mulvane's three previous losses. the
Cats were ahead o right there going 1nto
the final quarter but they have had difficulty
closing apame You snooze, vou lose!

“Hhave heen very pleased with the way
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Andale Arrowhead Shootout
THIRD ROUND

Mulvane bovs 17 [ R LI
Diewaghass boy s 12 X 4 Yo
Grant Socder 12, Zach Kimble o
Goavin Sander 4 Tvler Heanes 8. Greg Flores 8 Nagh
Hamen ¥ Luke Gunter s ¢ A0 FT 6.8, F 16

Desglass boys Nich Barnes SoMait Carselowey &
Dallas Cockrell 1 Josh Wilwon 2. Jared Peterson 3. Dyes
Lopsdun 2 Denck Keth 2 FG 13 (1, 1T 6- 14 F 10

Andale boys 43 Rose H)If hayy 35

SECOND ROUND

Rome Hill hoy tl IR B 15-- 53

Mulvane boys H 161 7--45

Rose Hill boys -Lance Fresy 9. Blake Ringwall 5. Ben
Karslake 7. Brandon Facher 16, Denmis Shirley 2. Steve
Parker 9. Brad Hoglend 5 FG 17 (4), 1T 713 F 19

Mulvine boys—Luke Gunter 8, Greg Flores 1, Tyler
Hennes 6. Dusty Sorensen 5. Zach Kimble 19, Gavin
Smder 6 FG1S(2), FT9.17, F 14

Andale boys 41, Douglass hoys 34

Mulvane boas

we are running our offense and getting pood
shots,”™ admitted the Wildeat taskmaster. ™'l
can honestly say in the four games we have
played to date, there were only about four
shats that T didn't agree on. The kids are real-
I working the offense and taking great shots.
Fam really proud of them in that respect.

“Our big problem is we think 100 much.
Fheep telling the kids you have to play for
the moment. T tell them that all the time.
Youw have 1o not worry about the future, you
need to play for this moment, and when
they start doing that, they are gomng to be a
weally good team.”

They “plaved for the moment™ aginsl
Douglass Saturday afternoon. The Cats sim
phy pulled away from the Bulldogs. They
outscored Douglass by 10 0 the first halt
Fhere was no letdown in the 2nd hall Gavin
Smder pumped i ateam-best 12 points bul
halance was more cnncal. Eight players
seored Kumble had mine points and Tyley
Hennes and Flores had eight cach. Gunier
hid five and Grant Smider scored four

“These hids are having 1o mvent how 1o
win for themsetves,” said Herrs. “For the
first time. | have a group of kids who really
wini to. It really means a lot to them and
cich one wants to do whatever it rakes 1o
get a victory.”

Herres was really happy with his club’s
defense. “Until the Tast 1:30 of the dth quar-
ter. they had only hit three shots from the
field in the second half.”™ said Herrs. “That
tells you something. Our kids are runming
their offense and runming ou every play
That's discipline. That's mentally tough and
[think that's the way thes re have to play the
testob the season lor us o he suceesstul =~

Perspective 18 something that Heirs
Aeeps o pood exe on W didn't bear
great great tleam.” smd Herrs, “hat we
won

The Wildeats were Tocked up with the
Rockets Fnday until Rose Hill pulled awas
behind a 15-7 outhurst i the Jth quarter
“We started tinking and worny g about
things we can’t control We know peaple
We had 16
turnovers an the biest half but were sull
ahead of Rose Hill at hatfume by three (27-
24) The hids know how to ger through th
and sUs yust a matter of domg 1"

Herrs antictpates a season of excitement.
Eather the Cats will learn what 1t tahes

IS gOINE 10 pressure us

agamst pressure defenses or every game
will be a nail-bater “If peuple pressure you,
you have to beat it and make them pay ai
the basket.” said Herrs. “Our kids want to
get past that struggling against the press,
and [ beheve they will”

Kimble was outstanding against the
Rockets, who raised their record 10 3-0
against the Cats, scoring 19 paints. Gunter
scored eight points, Hennes and Gavin Snider

Zach Kimble (21) and Tyler Hennes (25) control the houards against Clearwater

scored six each and Sorensen scored five.
The Cats will he going 1o Augusta Frday
might, Dec. 20, for their last game before the

hohiday hreak 1 also will be their first
Chisholm Tral League game and it comes
aganst the defendimg 4A State champs.



