MHS Softballers
Start Year Slowly

IU's not the way Chathe Mason wanied
o start the season  three losses e firy
lour games Oxford helped the Cars limp
QUL of the starting hlocks hen they
thumped the Wiide 2o 8-2and 12 90
a non-league doublehegder Mondas, Apni
3.t the Mol ane SPorts compley

In the season opener, the Wildears
played more sharply, sphittimg two pames
with Valley Center 1 a hotlv-contested
Chisholm Tran League batle

But it was the 27 Oxford team thar et
Mulvane on ity ear “Oxtord s prety tough
and they jumped on us quickty and we
never recovered.” said Mason “They did all
those things you need 1o do W win the ball
game and we didn't do any of them The
played good defense and t the batl -

Oxford also has 11y entire team hyeh
from the 1999 squad that fimished second o
the 2A Srate Champronship

The Cats fell hehing carly with Kage
Rose pitching her firs varsy game Oxford
rolled out to a 4-0 lead and the Cats were
never o geting only four his Danielie
Vanderhoof, who had three ot the toug
Mulvane hus, singled and scored on 4

FIRST GAME
(Mdord AN K g
Mulvane 000110y
Wheeler and Alexander: Katie Rose and Dantene
Vanderhoof
SECOND GAME
Oxford 3031012 0
Mulvane 0004060 1 K
Wheeler and Schultz, Kassie Hargrove and Damiele

Vanderhoof
FIRST GAME
Valley Center orore 4 g2
Mulvine 00000 —0) 4
Fluker and Mitlspaugh; Kassie Hargrove and Daniele
Vanderhoof
SECOND GAME
Valley Center HO0000—2 §
Mulvane OOt -4
Davis and Doty: Sara Stmpson and Danielfe
Vanderhoof
HR--Jackie McColpin (M)

ground out in the b yndd sigled and scored
enanerrorin the 6th That way the offense

In the nghteap, Oxford pounded Cut
deleran Kassie Hargrove for 20 hus and the
Fame was over sdier thyee mnings and an X.
O Oxtord Tead The Cags finally pug points
on the board wirh four-run 4th when Rose
and freshmin Melissy Docerter had RBY aip.
gles and Josalyn Mark.shcrr). and Jackie
McColpm had base hits,

Mulvane plaved much belter in the open-
g senes at home againg Valley. “We really
Mased two predty good ball games, although
we had only four haty 1 cach of them,” vy
Mason. “We're Just way hehind offensively
The girts are not ageressive enough, ™

Hargrove pitched well ain pame No. I8
EVIng up only four ryn, but the Cags
couldn’t crack the run column, McColpin
went 2-for- 3 gnd Natalic Turner and
Hargrove had base hits

Sara Sunpson won the second game by
spreading eight hiry and gnang up only one
carmed run.

MeColpn started the game with g solo
home run and veteran Aubrey Benjanin
seored to make 1 220 4 the second Intng
when she stngled, went o second on g
passed ball, took thiryg Onan error and
scored on a ground oy, Freshman Kayla
Linnebur walked 10 star off the third inning
and McColpin's single moved her 10 third,
A ground out by Doerfer brought the runner
mn for the eventual winning tally. Doerfer
walked and scored on Vanderhoot s single
in the 6th, and Stmpson did the Test. retinng
mne of the fast 1 hieers,

“Anytime you can geda split with Vitlley
Center, you're doing something,” sad
Mason. “We have a lot of new players and
s going 1o take time 0 get things turped
around. We just didn' play to our ability
agamst Oxford. We're £oing to have our ups
and downs and hopefully we can gain from
those situations.”



