One step at a time is what Mulvane High
School girls basketball coach Jayson Miller
is aiming for and his Wildcat girls finally hit
the bulls-eye Tuesday night, Jan. 1. In fact,
it was more like the mother lode!

The Wildcats played their best-ball of the
year when talented Circle came (o town for a
Chisholm Trail League Division 1l game.
The Thunderbirds were fresh from their most
impressive showing of the ycar, dumping

highly regarded Kingman. They left Mulvane

wondering what hit them as the Cats played
four solid quarters in a 47-42 victory. .

The win elevated Coach Miller's expec-
tations and gave the Cats hopes for a
hrighter day. The MHS girls improved to 2-
| 1n the league and 3-4 record overall with
possibly the biggest win in Miller’s two-
year stint.

“It was a big win because they were
coming off of beaung Kingman Friday night
and Kingman 1s one of the best if not the
hest team in the league,” noted Miller. "l
was big for our girls 1if they wanted to try
and step up to the next level.”

The Cats took charge in the last quaner as
sophomore center LaShelle Parker kept bang-
ing ‘em home under the basket, Natalie Tumer
hit a couple key free throws and Kim Mangus
made a block on defense what kept the T-
Birds from tying the score in the final minute.

“Those were all big plays,” agreed Miller.
“We had the lead but Ctrcle took it back with
a couple minutes to play but those three
plays just turned the game around. Turner
was 4-for-5 1n the 4th quarter and LaShelle
scored nine points to key a nice little run for
us in the last two minutes. And they got the
ball inside nght under the bucket but Mangus
made the block that kept them from tying the
game and we came back down and took 1t
inside for a four-point lead.”

That was really the ball game as a Parker
bucket with 35 seconds left put the Cats
ahcad 46-42. Parker finished with a game-
high 18 points. Mangus finished with six
and Turner and Kari Leonard scored six
apicce. Arin Leonard had three points.

“It secemed like they were up the whole
ball game but we made a nice run at the cnd
o take 1t said Milier. "We were Laking care
of the ball and sticking to our philosophy.
We wanted to get the ball inside to LaShetle
and she did a great job of fimshing wup -~

Mitler's generat game plan was 1o swilch
defenses on Circle and the plan seemed to
keep the Thunderbird girls oft-balance. “We
did a lot of switching and we forced some
(rnovers because of 17 sard Miller "We
also cut down on the number of turnovers
we had been having, too. We had scouted
them against Kingman and thought we had
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Wildeat scorer LaShelle Parker (55) gets another open shot against Circle

a good plan, but you stll have to go oul and
work your stuff and exccute. Your kids sull
have to execute and we did at times.”
Mulvane jumped out to the carly lead
hut the T-Birds had tied it up by intcrmis-
sion. Circle took the momentum in the third
quarter and scemed to be in the driver’s seat
with Turner and Parker riding the bench in
the 4th quarter because of foul problems. "l

wanted to give them some extra minutes of

rest on the hench but when they got back in
there, it was pood timing because that's
when we started our rolb”

Miller felt the game was defimtely one ot

the Cats” best defensive games. “Sure, there
are always more things o work on. but we
Chisholm Trail League
Girls Basketball Standings
DIVISION 11

League  Overall

Team W L W L
Andale 4 1) 72
Kingenan . I “ 2
Muolbvane } 1 3 4
C learwaler 2 I A
Cardle e \ 1A
Chapuaral } 1 A
Rose Hill (} ! 2 {s

DIVISION

Buliler ] (} ) ()
Maze ! (} S ]
Andonet 2 J i Al
(oonddand | | § !
Vialles (enter ] h 1]
Auyrusta ! } 4 d
Wellingron () l AR

Games Friday, Jan. 14
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saw some nice things out there on defense
and that pleased me,” pointed out the MHS
coach. “We did a good job of keeping them
off-balance and challenging their shots, We
also had several blocks in the game.”

In the junior varsity contest, the
Wildcats blasted the T-Birds, 45-24, as
guard frosh Melissa Doerfer and Kris Lazar
scored nine points each, Sami Booth had
seven and Cindy Hartiey had six.

The Cats will be going to Rose Hill for
another league battle Friday night, Jan. 14,




