Ready For Chappy

'Growing L

It didn't take long for-Mulvane High
School girls baskethall coach Jayson Miller
to put a positive spin on the Mulvanc girts’
1-2 showing in the 20th annual Mulvane
Wildcat Girls Classic, which ended
Saturday, Jan. 29, with a flurry of games.

The Cats finished 7th, dumping
Clearwater, 53-26. in the 7th place game. It
came after two disappointing losses. in the
first and second rounds during which the
Wildcats didn't play their best ball.

“The tournament was defimitely a grow-
ing experience,” said Miller. "It gave us a
chance to deal with adversity. I kind of liked

,

that situation. That's what mid-scason our-
naments are all about, dealing with adversi-

ty and working on getting ready to play dif-

ferent tcams, which comes in handy at the
end of the year at tournament time.”

* The Wildcats got their feet under them in
the final contest, which was played
Saturday afiernoon. The tournament had
cight games on Saturday because Friday s
four semifinal gaimes were postponed by

-snow. Playing their best ball of the toumcy.

the Cats strolled past Clearwater with their

hest effort.
Andover won lhe Ciassao championship

-~

Sophomore Chris Lazar hattles for a rebound against Wellington

rience' Nets Girls 7th Place

Andover, Andale Dominate
All-Tourney; Parker Picked

for the second year in a fow, sidetracking
Andale, 48-39. Arkansas City finished third
by putting the squeeze on Garden Plain, 41-
38. Campus undercut Wellington, 60-48, for
fifth place.

In a semifinal game Saturday morming.
Mulvane struggled in the second half and
allowed Wellington to rally for a 48-40 VICLO-
ry. The other semifinals found Campus
swamping Clearwater, 54-38, Andovcr snip-
ping Garden Plain, 5049, and Andale moving
into the ttle game by edging Ark City, 31-30.

“We started moving the ball more effec-
tively against Clcarwater and we also took
care of the ball betier,” pointed out Miller,
whose Cats tumbted to 5-7 overall,
wasn't unhappy with it. though, because |
thought it was a good learning experience. I
know the girls felt like they were better than
a 7th place team and | know | did, too
There are just some things, though, that the
girls have to figure out on thew own. And 1t
was good because we got to play a lotof
different people. If nothing else. 1t helped
our depth.”

Mulvane blasted off in the
against the Indians, running up a §7-7 quarter
to (ahe the lead at halftume, and they put it
away in the last quarter with another spurt.

Senitor Ann Leonard and sophomore
Kris Lazar paced the scoring with 11 and 12
points, respectively. Center LaShelle Parker
scored six points, Jackie Burkhart and kan
Leonard scored five and guards Emly
Turner and Mcehissa Doerfer, a freshman
who made her first varsity start, along with
Andrea Valerio, hit four points cach.

The scmifinal against Wellington was
the biggest disappointment for the Cats.
who appeared to have the game in control In
the first half as they led all the way but alter
intcrmission, things changed. Momentum
pitched back to the Crusaders, who out-
scored Mulvane, 16-06, in the third quarter
and 19-5 in the fateful fourth.

“We controlled the game for nearly three
quarters but Wellington turned up the intens!-
ly in the second half and we didn't match 1"
sard Miller. “"They were more aggressive.

And the mistakes came. “Once they
grabbed the momentum, we kind ot got
slopps with our passes and we were (rying
(o make passes that weren 't within our
" poted Midler “You have

Ind quarter

oflensive system,

to do what you can be successtul al and we
started gething asay from it 1t was one of

those games where you play not 1o lose 1t
and that's exactly what vou do When they
trned 1t up a notch, we didn’c stay calm and

do what we can do best and they took

advantage of that.
And it didn't help 1o go cold at the free
throw stripe. either. Mulvane made only 8

for-21 ar the stape. Wellington actually won

the game at the Iine, making 16 of 24 throws,
Betore mtermission,

Mulsane was con-

lied successfully.

Parker packed the punch for the MHS
offense, scoring 12 points. Lazar and
Andrea Valerio off the bench had cight
points cach and Artn L.conard scored six.

Mulvane opened the tourndment with a
struggle. Andover showed them why the
Trojans were on their way to the top.

“We really didn't play a very good ball
pame against Andover,” stressed Maller.
“You have to give them credit. They came
out and dominated us from the get-go. It
was ltke one of our worst games this vear
They did a good job of moving the ball
around the perimeter and taking care of the
ball. They got the ball to the nght players in
pOSINOD 10 score. ™ -

It's the kind of game plan Miller would
have welcomed against Wethngton in the
second hall.

The Wildcats will be home Frniday mght,
Feb. 4, to take part 1n the annual MHS
Winter Homecomuing. Chaparral will be
town. The gerls play at about 6:15 p.m.
Homecoming festivities will be conducted
during the hreak between the girls and boys
VArSILY games.
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The top two teams in the 20th annual

Mulvane Wildcat Girls Classic dominated

the all-tournament team announced at the

conclusion of the Mulvane toumament.
Andover's Trojans repeated as the 2000

tournament LUtlist, beating Andale n the

champilonship game, and both tcams were

rewarded with three players on the 10-play-
er all-tournament team selected. The host
Mulvane Wildcats fimished 7th and had only
one player, sophomore LaShelle Parker,
named to the elite squad.

Trojans named to the team included the
top two scorers, Kim Elsham and Allyson
Knight, along with sophomore Jessica
Hamilton. Andale Indians voted to the team
include semor Kim Thome and juniors
Kate Gathin and Devin Mobley

Parker was one of only two sophomores
selected to the tournament team. The 6-foot

Parker paced the Cats on offense with 26
points. She was onc of two sophomores
named to the team. Hamilton was the other
soph. And Parker and Elsham were the two
tallest on the team at 6-foot.

Others sclected Lo the toumament team
were jumor Nicole Patry of Campus, whose
36 points were the most of any player in this
vear's tournament; and seniors Hetdi
Sunson of Arkansas City and Jenni Lets of
Garden Plain.

Stinson, who 1s the daughter of former
Mulvane High School footbalt and basket-
ball coach Bill Stinson, was awarded the
.V Hartung Award, which goes to the
player showing the best sportsmanship, hus-
e, hard work and teamwork. Andover’s
Scott Kincaid was selected for the
Outstanding Coach Award for guiding the

Trojans to back-to-back toumament crowns.

tolling the tempo of the game. geting the
ball inside the paimnt for good shots and
plasing solid defense The Crusaders started
doing there thing n the secand half and ral-
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