Cats In Championship Game

N

In a strange, twisted way, the elements
have it in for the Mulvane High School girls.

The Wildeat girls make the finals of their
own loumament for only the third time 10 the
tournament’s 24-year history and then, snow!

Coach Jayson Miller’s MHS pirls
slugged 1t out with Andale Thursday night,
Feb. 5.1 a semifinal game and held on at
the end for a 35-34 victory to march into the
championship game of the 23th annual
Mulvane Wildcat Girls Classic.

Wetlington upset Garden Plain, 37-34,
the other semifinal bui Mother Natuee
stepped in and dumped 1ce and snow i the
arca Saturday, Jan. 31, so the touney had o
be postponed one week.

That championshup encounter will 1ake
place at 7:30 pm Satwrday, Feb 70 at the
MHS gym

“Iwashoat could have been plased tast
Saturday, we were ready and we were fired
up.” sard Coach Mitler “But a's just one of
those things

Even the elements are consprnng against
the Cat girls Mulvane had won the wuma:
ment only one e i the tournament histo-
ry. That was oo 1991 And the Cats have
only made the finals twice They timeshed
second in 1990

Beanng Andale wis an accomplishiment in
itsell. The Indizns have an excellent program
and t’s been 10 years sinee the Wildeats
topped Andale Dunng the 199394 season.
Mulvane rolted past the Indins, ST-40

“Andale was a great win tor us, one
that’s been along time coming,” sand Muller
I don't know how long 1ty been since we
beat them butat's been a whife.”™

The first three frantic minutes nearly
buried the Wildeats, The Indians jumped

lov

out to a -3 lead but by the ead of the Ist

quarter. the score was knotted at 137
“Hewas seally scary i those fust three
sard Maller

dorng exactly opposite of what we had

nnnutes.” CEomcan, we were
planned on domg. but the girls refocused then
pame and we got things back together When
Abby (Sorensen) hit that three pomier just
betore the buzzer at the st quaster marh. 1
was o huge momentuny swing from our sland
point As poarls as we had started, we were
still nght there ted wath them 1t gave the

gitls a tremendous confidence boost ™

The Wildeat guels worked then way oul
i 3430 edge wath pust 25 secands o play
and had o stead by Kasla Oblinger that led
10 4 toul shot by Sorensen Shie nussed the
tront end and the [ndians chareed back o
within two, 34-32 wath 17 seconds el
Sorensen agan was fouted and T the hack

N

end of Iwo throws for g 35 32 tead with juse
3 seconds to ek

Andale tiiggered o thiee-pomter with
five seconds feft boc missed 10 Howeser the
Indrans got the rehound and put o back
for a one-pomt deficnt Duncan missed twao
free throws with 16 secands Ten

“The whole pame wasn't over unul that
buzzer,” sard Miller It was really exanng
tor our girls

What Midler was most proud of was the
Cats” composure down the stretich asade from
missing ke free throws The Wildews had the
tempo i therr hands all of the $th quarter

“Nerther team scored much but that was
aboul the most patient we'se been all vew
fong,” observed Miler. “The guls were
hangmg onto & slender lead but they just
worked the ball and worked the ball We

24th Annual Mulvane
Wildcat Girls Classic

CHAMPIONSHIP
Wellington vo Mulvane, 7 30 pan Satorday. Feb 7
THIRD PLACE
Andale v Gardea Plan, S 30 pme Sannday, Feb 7
FIFTH PLACE
Clearsater v Campus, 145 pme Saturday, Feb 7
SEVENTH PLACE
Arhansas Crs v Andover 2poan Satunday Feb 7
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must bave Tehen a minute ot every tne we
hak e They didn’t pamc and stack 1o whe
we wanted o do We didn T want 1o ol
down the floor and throw up a shot quack s
They alwavs seem Tike the team that sty
composed and comes down o the Tase and?
beats us but Froiday nights we were the tean.
i was composed.”

That strategy seemed 10 get Andale out ol

s transitton game, too, because the Indians

only scored four points in the last quarter,

“The only thing about that game that |
wasn't pleased with was our free throwing,”
sad Miller. “We were 4 of 12 at the stripe
and could have iced the game. We just had a
[ot ol misses.”

Sorensen had another huge game, scor-
g 14 points Duncan was in double figures
with 10 points Tara Roberts came off the
benel 1o it siv points and both Siephanie
Tatum and Megan Turmer had two.

The MUS giels jumped back into CTL
play Fuesday night, Feb. 30 and took a step o
two hackward trom their play i the tourna-
ment Valley Center came to town and demol-
ished the Wildeats, 50-230 1t was Mulvane's
lowestseoring game of the entire season.

“There’s no other wany 1o say it we just
plaved avery poor pame,” sid Miller. “We
plaved stoppy basketball, we had twmovers
that went nght olt oue fingertips. The fonger
that eiome went, the ughierat got for us.”

Ihe Homers, swho umproved thetr record
o 10 and SO the CTL, nipped into the
Cats trom che start. They took a 12-3 fead
et one quarter and by intermassion, the
catne was onb ol hand with VO owming a
Trotdead

Cravens disappomited becaose 1t wins i
Ceostep bachwands T emphasized Milter,
MWonecd o imd s 1o reverse that and

charry Ahat s st Trusiating s tha
P ok out there oncthe Hoor and we'd
Cacctwo o thiee pirls gonng hard and the
cthiers pust coastnyg Tdan’t know what ot
s butwe didn™ plasy as aocany

W hat offense there was, Fara Roberts olt
the bench and Sotensen had it Each scored
s painds Josey Goseheand Shayna Duncan

had Totr pomis cach




