Play Friday

Some things are so ugly, they 're beaunful.

That was the casc Tuesday night, March
4, for the Mulvane High School girls. The
Wildcats escaped with an opening round win
over Clearwaler, 61-57, in a Augusta Class
4 A Sub-Statc game played in Mulvane.

The Cats advanced to Friday might’s
semifinals at Augusta agamst No. 2 seeded
Andale. Clearwalter’s season 1s over with a
3-18 record. The Cats chalked up their first
sub-state victory in five years since tnpping
Fredoma 1n the first round of the Bluestem
4 A Sub-State back in the 1991-92 season.

“It wasn't pretty but we got the job
done,” said Cat coach Kelly Dennis. “"We
played hard. Clearwater shot extremely well
but in the fourth quarter we held on.
Lindsay Kcndrick hit a buckel that gave us
a scven point lead, Crissy Carpenter hit a
shot late and Dannctle Hughes made some
free throws in the last couple of minutes
that we needed.”

The Wildcats actually had an 11-point
lcad with about a minute to play when
Kendrick fouled out and took her ball han-
dling skills to the bench with her.
Clearwater, pressing {rantically, made it

close down to the wire but Mulvane held on.

“1'm happy that that game's over,” said
Dennts, who s in her second year, "We
were ahead almost all the way and in fact
had a double digit lead several times but we
let thermn get back 1nto the contest late.”

It was Mulvane's third triumph over the
Indians this season. One about two weeks
ago was almost a carbon copy of Tuesday's
game. “The girls definitely hit some frece
throws down the stretch, but we missed
some, oo, noted Denmis. ] thought
Clearwater played well and tn spite of that,
we got things accomplished. | know these
girls can do so much. I just don’t know 1f
they can ‘setze the moment.™

Hughes had a huge game, scoring 23
points. She did much of her damage inside
getting fouled. She made 11 of 18 from the
stripe. In fact, it was {rec throwing that was
the difference. Clearwater dumped m 20 field
goals but went only 13-for-24 at the line while
the Wildcats made 23 of 36 frec throws.

Senior Meclissa Buchanan, playing her
final game at home, scored i1 points.
“Melissa came up big for us tonmight,”
emphasized Dennis, “She does a lot of

things out therc that really help us.”
Kendrick finished with cight points and
both Shelley Richards and Carpenter also
had cight-point nights.

Now, the Cats have 1o tame Andale, a
tcam that beaten the Wildcalts three times
this year. Making it four might be pretty
tough. “All the pressure 1s on Andale
because they are expected lo win,” respond-
ed Dennis. “If we go down the court and gel
a shot every time, we have a great shot at
bealing them. We just have to keep from
turning the ball over.”

The MHS girls haven't been in a Sub-
State championshtp game since the 1990-91
scason. Mulvanc went to state that year.

The Wildcat girls closed out their regular
scason on a sour note. Circle came to town

-~ and chopped the Cats down to size, 64-50,

in the last Chisholm Trail League game
Thursday night, Feb. 27.

It wasn't a pretty night for the MHS
girls, who had squeczed past the
Thunderbirds, 58-54, in double overtime
back in December at Circle.

“We didn’t play well at all,” said Dennis.
“I thought we shot the ball well. We had
cight three-pointers and hit about 504 from
beyond the line, but if we hadn’t, it would
have really gotten ugly. Circle was just more
physical than we were and the shot the ball
better than we did. It's very tough for us to
play physical tcams. We just don't seem to
be able to hold up agatnst physical teams.”

The T-Birds took charge in the third
quarter after nudging into a small lead at
tntermission. Circle was ahcad, 32-28, al
halftime, then ran it out to a 10-point lead in
the third quarter.

“They zoned us and you couldn't much
tell our inside players were even on the
floor,” added Coach Dennis. “Dannelle
didn’t move very good. I've seen her move
a lot better down low, anyway. Just about
everybody played poorly. On the other
hand, Circle played extremely well, |
thought, and we just didn’t step up and
match them.”

The Thunderbirds pulled away in the
second quarter, out-scoring the Wildcals,
22-9, to make things easy. Then, Circle fol-
lowed that up by out-scoring Mulvane, 24-
8, in the 3rd quarter. Turn the lights out
when you lcave!.

"When we played them back in
December, they didn't have two of their best
players,” said Dennis. “We also played bet-
ter than we did Thursday night. It really gets
down to playing well. If we don't play well,

Wildcat Girls Advance To Semis

anybody can beat us, butf we play well, we
can be one of the best teams i the leaguc.
[t's one of the uncertainties of the game.”

Freshman Kassie Hargrove and sopho-
more Lindsay Kendrick were top scorers,
cach hiting 14 points. Hughes and Melissa
Buchanan on the inside were held under
wraps. They scored only six points cach.
Semior Crissy Carpenter and Shelley
Richards had [ive points apiece and that
represented all of the MHS offense.

The Wildcat jumior varsity has its trou-
bles, too, and ended 1its season at 5-9 under
Coach Dale Landes. The T-Birds dumped
Mulvane’s jayvees, 51-38.

Rachel Rosc led a balanced assault for
Mulvane. She had eight points. Hargrove
had scven points and Krystal LaPlant and
Victoria Padilla scored six points each.
Angela McCoskey and Kristen Buchanan
checked in with four-pomnt games.

Augusta 4A Girls
Sub-State Results

FRIDAY, MARCIH 7
6 p.m.-- Andale (15-6) vs. Mulvane (12-9)
7:30 -- Rose Hill {17-4) vs. Circle (11-10)
SATURDAY, MARCH 8
6 p.m. (Girls Championship)--winners of Friday
night's gamcs

Augusta 4A Girls

Sub-State Results
FIRST ROUND
Clearwater 9 14 14 20--57
Mulvane 16 13 14 18--61

Clearwatcr--Tara Pauly 20, Emily Chambers 4, Trish
Doll 9, Brenda Seiter 2, Faith Struthers 19, Nikki Pike 3.
'G20(4), FT 13.24, F 117,

Mulvane--Lindsay Kendrick 8, Shelley Richards B,
Dannclle Hughes 23, Crissy Carpenter 8, Melissa
Buchanan 11, Kristen Buchanan I, Victona Padilla 2.
FG 19 (0), FT 23-36, F 21.

Andale 54, Chaparral 30

Rose Hill 71, Augusia 22

Circle 57, Kingman 41

Varsity Girls
Circle 13 19 15 1764
Mulvane 12 16 9 1350

Circlo—Jessics Ammerman 4, Mica Hammer 4, Enca
Colling 19, Gina Hall 4, Amber Laughlin 14, Kristy
Hodgens 2, Keri Seid! 7, Danielle Hecker 2, Allison
Berry 8. FG 22 (3),FT 17-23,F 10.

Mulvane—Kassic Hargrove 14, Lindsay Kendrick 14,
Crissy Carpenter §, Mclisss Buchanan 6, Dannelle
Hughes 6, Shdloy Richard 5. FQ 20 (8), FT 2-6, F 18,

Junior Varsity Girls
Circlo 12 14 11 1451
Mulvane 2 19 9 3--13

Circle—Sandy Smithson 12, Sara Wolf 2, Jessica
Ammerman 3, Nicole Pursell 2, Gina Hall 14, Laine
Pond 2, Dana Hall 7, FG 15 (2), FT 7-11, F 18.

Mulvane—Kristen Buchanan 4, Krystal LaPlant 6,
Hosther Willisms 2, Kassic Hargrove 7, Rachel Rose 8,
Victorla Padilla 6, Angels McCoskey 4, Andrea Hufford
1.FQ 17 (1), FT 3-10,F 1.



