Mulvane Girls Eliminated

Mulvane senior Melissa Doerfer (5) drives to the bucket against El Borado

Lack Of Consistency
Slowed MHAS Girls

Fhe season for Mulvane High School
guls baskethall coach Javson Miller hoils
down o one simple story Tine

No CONSINECNCY

“Meust neser were able to get a lot of
consistenes, especrally on otfense.” sand
Miller, whose Wildeats closed their season
at S-16.n the first game at sub-state. Tt was
never more evident than the sub-state game
we played last week. Three of our girls
scored 36 of our 40 points.”

“That’s one thing that hurt us 1in tha
game as well as all season.” added Miller as
he concluded hus fifth scason. “We need to
develop some more well-rounded sconng
As the season progressed, we made some
progress in that direction but not enough.”

Mitler’s 1op two scorers, semor guard
Meclissa Doerfer and junior frontliner
Shayna Duncan, were both in double figures
and were consistent. Doerfer, a four-year
starter, topped the team with 228 pomts.
Duncan scored 213 points. Sophomore
guard Abby Sorcnsen flnished with 122
points, followed by Stephanie Tatum with
60 points, Whitney Becker with 54, Tara
Roberts with 47 and senior Kayla Linnebur
with 43. Kayla Oblinger had 34 points.

“When you finish 5-16, first instinct is that
you're a little disappointed, but with the talent
we had, the girls all worked hard and we did
make some improvements,” said Miller. “My
mind set is already on what we need to do and
build on next year (o get better.”

But he'll have to do that with his top
scorer gone. As a team, the Cats averaged
40.1 points a game and their opponents
averaged 50.6.

“We ran our offense better down the
stretch,” said Miller. “From the last Rose
Hill game on to the last game, I felt we were
more in control of our offense and it helped
us stay in games with people.”

Final Basketball Statistics
MULVANE WILDCAT GIRLS (5-16)

Plaver FGEGA  FTETA REB O Pis.
AMelinag Dot K& 270 4607 6l 22N
Shav i Dhng an a2 12 [N
Ahby Sorensen dh RS w2l
Stephane Lstum 26 N 62 hi)
Whnoes Beckes tyo S 16 24 47 S4
Lara Roberts iy 6y LR LN 17
KavLa Lenebn (N 27 S8 R
Koy e Oblinger in M A 41 14
I wore ) eatherman LS $ o6 22 19
| .ura Buchuanan 70N SO 18 19
Onthers N 0 2 2 4

Totals 3 12230 520 K43

1312 1.5744 248 401
Opponents - - — — — W63
— — — 50,6

Detensevely, Miller wasn't totally saus-
ficd. "I felt hke we played better defense
this year than last year but we still have a
ways to go,” said the Cat coach. “We did
pick up better when we played either the
one or man-to-man and ['m hoping the
girls can see that and take 1t into the next
year and grow from there. We had to have
an awful lot of reviewing this year because
we were young. | hope we don't have that
next year.”

Miller's also hoping rebounding takes care
of it’s self with more size. *“We were small this
year and we were not only smaller than most
teams but less athletic,” offered Miller.

Most teams have at least one or two girls
5-9 or above and a ncar 6-footer. At 5-9,
Duncan was the only size Mulvane had to
offer until freshman Laura Buchanan (5-10)
got into the game. Duncan led the team with
127 boards. Tatum nosed out Doerfer as the
No. 2 rebounder on the team. She had 62
caroms to 61 for Doerfer,

Sorensen led the team in assists with 64
during the game. Doerfer had 58 and Tatum
had 32 assists. Sorensen also had 53 steals,
a team-high figure,

Oh, those third quarters. It's getling so
Jayson Miller hates them.

And with good reason. The 3rd quarter
has been something of a nemesis for the
Mulvane High School girfs this season and
the Wildeats added to that string of 3rd
guarter woes Wednesday, March 5, in the
opening round of .the Douglass Class 4A
Sub-State. Playing at No. 4 sceded El
Dorado, the Wildcats charged to a 24-18
halfiime lead. then had to play the 3rd quar-
ter. Bl Dorado’s Wildcats ended up advanc-
tng to the host site by holding oft Mulvane
in the last balf for a 46-40 victory that
ended the season for Miller’s Wildcats.

The loss left Mulvane with a 5-16 record
and £l Dorado advanced to the sub-state
semifimat round. The game was to have
been played Tuesday., March 4, but was

postponed a nrght because of an tee storm.

“We played really well and really hard
and had a grear first half, but we came oul

m the third quarter and they were hot and
we couhdn’t i them off,” emphasized
Miller 1 don’t hnow what 11 1s about 3rd
(quarters because we really plaved poorly in
the 3rd quarter of a lot of our games. El
Dorado came owt and scored thiee straight
Paskets 10 te the game up quickls after the
hall and we just didn't getat done ™

fdudn’t take Jong for I Dorado to know
the score at 24-24 because Mulvane went
seareless the st four minues of the period
and fimished on the Tow end of a 13-3 streak
by the host Wildears

“In the 3rd quarter, they came out and
were 10 times more aggressive than they
were i the first halt and 1T didn’™t think we
adjusted to that,” sad the Wildeat Coach.
“We hind of backed off when they started
playing more physical. We had a flew
turnovers and our defense lapsed a little. |
just think we came out (from intermission) a
Iittle comfontable and they came out intense.”

A three hy Melissa Doerfer stopped a 6-
0 El Dorado run but couldn’t stem the tide
of mtensity that swept away the Wildeats.
The Cats hung n there the rest of the way
but Et Dorado pulled away at the iree throw

[tne, hitiing seven free thiows down the
stretch EL Dorado ended up shooting 19
tree throws and Mulvane shot five

“1owas real pleased with "Dort” snd
Ailler ~She put the whole team on her back
and was atting eversthing i the first quar-
ter And her sconng Late gave us o chance o
stan i the yame ™

Ihe semor puard ended her career wath a
[9-point eHort Juntor Shasna Duncan fin-

Douglass 4A Girls

Sub-State Results
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ished with 1O points and freshman Laura
Buchanan. who saw her most extensive
action of the season. t for seven points.

“We made a run back at theman the Jth
quatter toogel it back to one point but then
we turned the ball over three straght
tmes.” sind Miller “We just made some
sloppy entry passes in the second halt and
those hurt us 10s toagh when you're trying
o pet back m the game and don’teven geta
shot ol hecause of unforced errois ™



