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Jayson Miller kept huting the resct but-
ton Thursday night, Dec. 9. but the scene
just wouldn’t resct and 1t wouldn't go away.

The second-ycar Mulvane High School
girls baskelball coach wished he had a resct
button for the Wildcats' third and hinal con-
test in the round-robin Douglass Early Season
Basketball Tounament. But all Oxford did
was fast-forward, leaving the Wildcats In the
rearview mirror in the 58-35 drubbing.

Oxford ended up winning the tourni-
ment by sweeping past all threc ol 1ts oppo-
nents, but it ook the Oxford Cats a quarter
before the fast-forward started working
against the MHS Wildcat girls. Mulvane
was in the pamc 1n the opening perod, tratl-
ing only 6-4 going into the second quanter.,
but that's when Oxtord took off, out-sconny
Mulvane. 15-9. before putting the game
away with a 21-4 edgpen the third quagter

1 felt like 11 was qust one of those games
where [ wished [ could it the rescl button,
card Mitler 1 mean, | didn’t feel ke we
were all there at the statt of the gamic and by
the end of the pame we were finally starimy
(o get with 1t but it was way oo late lor us
(0 make a move Hopefully, the pirls can
dse this to tearn that you have Lo be ready
from the opening whistle ™

What made Milier. whose Wildeats tum
hled 1o 1-3 for the campargn. teel the wan
he did 1s stmple A cauch can see whether
or not the team 1s execoting the game plan
and we weren't We had no contral T don |

'Reset' Button O

Douglass Early Season

Girls Tournament

THIRD ROUND
Oxford 6 15 | 16— 5K

3

Mulvane 4 9 4 18—35

Oxford-—Knsten Houk 6, Mandi Wiseman 13, Tnsha
Sibbe 25, Sarah Lee 4. Melissa Wheeler 7. Skye
Browning 2. Becky Kicin i G 16 (0), FT 26-46,F 20

Mulvane—Natalie Turner 2, Kris {.azar 6, LaShelle
Parker 6, Arin Leonard 5. Kan Leonard 4. Kim Mungus
4. Jackie Burkhart 5, Andrea Valerio 2, Melissa Doerfer
I FG 1321 F1 7-16, F 36,

—rl

Rose Hilt 36, Douglass 31 (QT)

think we ever had control out there but we
hung around for a while even though we
weren't doing what we wanted 1o try to do.

“We wanted to run on them and wc
dido’t do that. We wanted (o Jouble up on
their by gun and we didn . We wanted o
torce her to go o her nght shoulder but we
Jidn't. There were about five or six things
hat we wanted to get done. bul when one of
(w0 ol those wdeas started going WHotg,
crverything went oul the window. Thats
when we started having a lot bigger problem
than CFosha Skibbe They were able o gel
4 Jol more people than [usl her involved and
it meant a lot of trouble for us N

Shahbe 1s Oxtord's top plaser and the 6-
ool 2anch semor fmsbed with 25 pamis

and 1S rebounds against the shortet

Mulvane garls.

*1 rust thought we came oul fatigued,
both physically and mentally.” added the
Wildeat boss, “We just didn’t play well, We
didn't have any energy at the starl of the
pame and it didn’t take Jong for that o catch
up with us.

“You also have to give a lotof credit to
Skibbe. too. She was the best player in the
tournament and we Knew that going In.
What we wanted was to ry and stop the
other girls. We knew she was going to get
hers but we wanted to keep everybody clse
from getting into the gamc for them.”

That didn’'t happen though. The Wildcats
always scemed to be a sSiep behind, which
forced 35 fouls. Oxford shot 49 at the free
throw stripe and made 26 points there.,
Which 1s where the big difference wis
Mulvane went 7-tor-10. 80 the Oxtord

Wildeats out-scored Mulvane by almost 20

points at the tree throw stnpe

One hright spot for 1he NS gatls was

the tact that nine giels seored apanast

(Iviord

with seven points. Another puntor. ].aShellc
Parkher. finished wath six points. Anin
| conard had five points and hoth Natalie

Tumer and Andrea Valeno had three ponts.

“\We don't have a dominant play e said
Niler We have had tour games and
haven U had anybady score in duuble digits

vet Jwe can just get [ew more points oul

Kopos Laazat, a Junioer. jed the team

ff: Wildcats Bow

of each girl, we'll be gomg 1n the night
direction. We need to get eight or ninc from
a couple girls and five or six from a few
maore and three or four from some MOre, and
we can complete. | don't want 10 los¢ that
overali scoring depth.”

Mulvane was still hanging around at
Lntermission, trailing only by a 21-13 counl,
but Oxford exploded quickly after hal{time.
“We just fell apart.” stressed Miller. “We
talked about taking care of the ball and try-
ing 1o put pressure on them but aboul two or
three minutes into the half, it was evident we
weren't getting it done. | think Skibbe got 10
points in the third quarter alone. The next
thing 1 know is that the gamé is a blow-out.”

One thing thal disappointed Miller 1S
that the Cats looked like they were gelting
things together 1in two carlier games in the
tournament. They won against Douglass,
then lost @ tight ane i overtime (o Rose
HObl o) felt hke we took a step hackwards
against Oxford.” admitied Miller. "We
played pretty pood ballin the irst two tour-
nament games and wanted to huld on that.
Wwe didn't, though ™

Nller 1s stitl optimstic aboul Mulvane
ming things around, however “[mosull so
excited about this team,” said Miller. 7l
Hunk we have the potential, sts just a matler
of maturing and gethng betier [t we heep
working hard, I think we can see some
cesults, We want to keep our heads high and

keep working hard



