Cat Defense Goes up In ,‘moke,

Val‘ ey Center Li

“All lhal work by the Mulvane ngh
School. basketball- girls on defense in the
pre-season and first two wccks of (hc season

. went up in smoke.
Valley. Center lit the fusc Frlday mghl

Dec. 15, and watched the vusmng Wildcats
~doa slow butn on defense as the Hornets -

tore up the Cats, 67-47, in'a Chlsholm Tra:l
. Leaguc Division I game. - '

The loss ended the best start in more

than 20 years by the Mulvane girls and gave
Coach Jayson’ Miller’s club nls first sethack
after three victories.

1L “We just didn’t play very chI at aII ”

: smd Miller. .‘f’I‘hat s going to happen some- .
*.the pace they- played at carlier was Valley

~Center's type game, That got us inte trouble,

~timés, but [ really. felt like we were ready

: t'or the game, ready to play thém. thn_

3 thmgs started, though ‘W€ were not very

.~ good, on defense and that huri us a lot, It
was. hkc cverybody togcthcr having a bnd L

mght ‘on dcfcnSe. You have to guard the
ball otherwise : you re in trouble.”

‘. Troub1c came knocking late in the fi irst
q&arter. Thc Cats laggcd behind by only six
-' or eight pomts but.a reserve gunrd came off .
‘ the bcnch for thc Homets and buned back&‘.

to-back thrcc-pomtcrs, igniting the hosts

‘ and sending the Wildcats on the run,

“It threw us for a loop and we didn't .
handle it very well,” admitted Ml"Cl‘. "We
were off balance the rest of the way.”

The Homnets never looked back as they
spnmcd out to a 17-8 lead after one period..

~Mulvane lost more ground in the 2nd quar-
_"ter and Valley put the game away in the 3rd

quarter by outfsconng Mulv,ane. 15-6,

“We also got. oul of our tempo, on

_dffcnse. said Miller. “The girls finally

slowed down and ran soirie things that are -
gomg to make us successful but playing at

I know the girls became frustrated because
they didn’t handle thmgs defensweiy Too, .
Valiey Center has 8 big team and they" just
manhandled us off the boards. We didn't

block out very good and that just accentuat-
. cd our lack of size against their size, e

Miller can call on junior LaShcllc

: rParker who,is 6-foot-1, and Kris Lazar at'5-
“_8 and. Andrca Valcrlo at 5- 10 bul lhc

Megan Bushell 2. FG 18, FTSQ B1s,

Vnrsity Girls L
Mulvane ) 8 15 6 18—47
Valley Center 1122 15 1367

Mulvane—Kris Lazar 9, LaShcllc Parker 15, Kari -

Leonard 2, Melissa Doerfer 4, Jackie Burkhart 4, Andrca

* Valerio 3, Sami Booth 11.FG 16(1), FT 14-26,F 19.

Valley Center—Crystal White 7, ‘Kasey Porter 12.

“Joanne Fluker 2, Janelle Klein 15, 1.J. McVay 4, Karph-

Covey 14, Countney Smith 2, Knstcn Welk 7, Amy Daly

4, FGZ4(6) FT13.24, F21.

: Junlor Varsity Girls
Mulvnne T ‘ 1 2 10 4
- Valley Center - F5 15 7 14--41
Mulvane--Michelle Dmkcl 2, Emily Turner 3; Shayna

Duncan 8, Lacie Leatherman 4, Cristen Richards 2, Janie

Wilkinson 3. FG 8 (0), FT 612, F 11,

. Valley Center--Jamie Thompson 2, 3, Mcga.n Mchc
4 Adriennc Lee 2, Countney Smith 2, Joanne Fluker 8,
Janelle Klcin 6, Jessica Tittsworth 2, Jamie Bany 2,

Homcts ﬁc]dcd four playcrs 5-10 or mller

“They were gelting the.boards over us and
putting it back in,” said Miller. “We got mto '

a little foul trouble with a couple of our
‘rebounders- ‘and it made things even morc

- difficult to hang in lherc."

Offenswcly, Miller ¥ wasn't 100 unhappy
. with 47 points. “That's-the TSt points we:

- have scored all ycar long,” said Mn!lcr. “If

622

hts fhe Fire

someone w0uld havc told me that we would
score 47 points. at Valley Center, I would
have thought we would win the ‘game; too: I
never dreamed we would give up 67 points’

- the way we were playmg defense. Our girls

“have reaily taken pride in our defensive play.
- I know they felt pretty bad-about our defen-
sive effort...and I did too. I think we’re a Ipt

bctter defenswe team than we showed.”
Parker finished strong with 15 pom!s,

" Sami Booth found double figures with 11
“and Lazar dropped in nine. Guards Jackie

Burkhart and Mchssa Docrfcr f mshed wnth
four apiece, -
The Horncts also lccd the Cats in. thc

o Jumor varsxty gamc. The Hornets won' the
‘battle every quarter in a 41'22 game,

Freshman' Shnyna Duncan-had e:ght .
~'points to pace the MHS jayvee girls. Emily

“Turner and Janie Wilkinson had threc each
and Lacie Leatherman scored four. '

. The girls will have their home opener for’

 the year Friday night, Dec. 22, the final day -

before the Christmas Break at MHS.

"‘Augusta will be in town for anothcr
~Chisholm 'I’rall beaguc Division I game..

Mulvane j'unio‘r Kari Leonard makes a steal and heads for a lay-up against Valley




