Injuries Costly To Cat BB Girls;
Headed For Healing Christmas

There could be more "Witch Doctors™
than players running around the Mulvanc
High School girls practices over the
Christmas holiday break.

New MHS girls coach Jayson Miller just
wanlts to sce his team. You can't blame him,

cither, With numerous stariers bothered by -

nagging injuries, the Cat girls have strug-
gled in the carly season despiie having four
starters returning for the scason.

Trouble is, they've seen more time with the
whrlpool operator than they have with Miller.

The latest episode came Friday night,
Dec. 18, as the Wildcats were trying to put a
cheery note to the holidays coming up. It
didn’t happen as Chaparral jumped ahcad
carly and never let up as the Roadrunners
dumped the Wildcats, 49-36, in front of the
home folks.

The loss dropped the Wildcat girls 1o 2.3
for the scason. No doubt Miller was hoping
for something a little better considering all
five pames were at home.

“It was a tough loss 1o take at home and
cspecially since 1t was our first conference
game,” stated Miller. “Our biggest problem
1s that we just have to get healthy. Because
of our injury situation, we've had o throw
some people into the set in big rolls before
they ‘re ready for 1. I snll have yet to see my
complete team.”

Veteran guard Lindsay Kendrick, a
three-year starter, missed the game with an
ankle 1njury. Veteran forward Kassie
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Hargrove, who has been silenced most of
the season with ankle and shin problems,
got to play but she re-injured her ankle, and
another returning starter, guard Jackie
McColpin, played but has been slowed by
an ankle injury, too.

“I felt like we played hard against
Chaparral, but the injuries have really
mounted up and they've hit us hard both on
the court and offthe court. On the caurt
because we're not getting time from our reg-
ulars and off the floor because we're having
to put some kids in who aren't quite ready.”

Chappy wasted little time in getting
itself established, rolling out to a 14-10 Jead
after the first quarter. The Roadrunners
stretched out their lead the next two quarters
into double digits before the Cats got back
within six, 36-30.

“We got a little run on them early in the
fourth quarter and [ thought that was going
lo be our big move but we couldn't get any
closer because we couldn't get our shots 1o
go down,” said Miller. "It was preity frus.
trating. We had to foul to stop the clock bul
we couldn’t take up the slack by getung a
score. The girls were gelting good look, but
the ball wouldn't stay in the basket. The
girls were doing what 1 wanted them to do

but the shots just didn’t fall when we need-
ed them.”

Wilh his top two guards out, the offcnse
struggled for cantinuity. “Offensively, we’ll
have to be a lot better to win games and |
think we will when we get our people all
back,” said Miller. “We also had the people
we count on o get it done sconng, Shelley
Richards and Kristn Buchanan, get into foul
trouble and that hurt us late. It’s just not going
to happen if you have to throw your younger
kids in there in scoring situations.”

Coach Miller isn't sure why the Wildcats
are struggling with injurics. He does know
that leads 1o problems on a team that is try-
ing to develop depth. *I'm not worried
about our record as much as the way we're
playing right now,"” said Miller. “Hats off 1o
Chaparral. They have some youth in there
and they're playing well. I'm more con-
cemed about us coming together more and
starting to play as a team. We have 1o find
our niche out there together.

“Injurics are something you never plan

Varsity Girls
Chaparra) 14 14 7 14-—49
Mulvane 10 12 5 9—36

Chaparral—Troyer 2, Emily Misak 10, Laus 7.
Wyssman 9, Cullop 10, Kastler J, Kara Kastens 4, Shirk
& FGI18(0), FT 13-24 F 20

Mulvane—lackic Burkhan I, Antn Leonard 8, Shinzh
Crafi 6, Shelley Richards 9, Knstin Buchanan 7, Kassic

Hargrove 2, Andrea Valeno 2, Naualic Tumer 1 FG 13
(0,FT 1017 F26.

Junior Varsity Girls
Chaparmral ! 9 11 1435

Mulvane 6 & 4 3--21

Chaparral—Dunn 2, Brown 3, Intsce 4. Shirk l,
Schafler 2, Kastler 9, Stevens 7, A Masack 2. Jelinek 3,
Snaary 1, Hoover 1. FG 13 (0).FI9.22 F 18

Mulvanc—Andrea Valerio 2, Kaue Bagby 6, Sarah
Carmichacl 2, Carisa Ward 2, Aubrey Benjamin |, Knis
Lazar 2, LaShelle Parker 2, Danselle Vanderhoof 2,
Cindy Hanley 2 FG 8 (0). FT 5-12. F 23

for and never know when you'll have
them,™ added Miller. “As the coach, you
know you're going to get your share buj it is
usually dispersed over time .and dispersed
over the season. The league we play in is a
tough one and we'll just have 1o find a way
to come out and challenge these teams
every might.™ |

Even the Wildcat defense s struggling
under the burden. "We've had a lot of peo-
ple whao have stepped up and 1've been real-
ly proud of the effort we're getting from the
girls, but we're just not getling it done at in
the defensive end. We're almost there but
we're nat quite there. I just don't like giving
up that many points. We've had a couple
teams do some things that we're not ready
for but I think we'll get those situations fig-
ured out. Once we do, we'll be a pretty solid
team defensively.”

It was the offense that never could get
untracked against Chappy, who boosted its
record to 4-0. The Cats stumped to only 14
points in the second half and with their
leading scorer sitling on the bench in strect
clothes (Kendrick), Mulvane didn't have a
double figure scorer. Richards finished with
nine points, Arin Leonard scored eight
points and Buchanan had seven. Shiriah
Craft stepped in for a six-point night. |

The Mulvane junior varsity also had its
troubles offensively as the Chaparral JVs
rallied from behind behind, 9-1, in the first
quarter to a 35-21 tnumph over the Cats.

Katic Bagby had six points to pace the
Wildcat jayvees and was the only player
with more than one bucket.



